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An InDtx of the Chapters of, the French 


Diſcipline, and of the Contents thereof, 


F. Miniſters and Paſtors. Ghap. 1, 
Of Schooles. Chap. 2. 
Of Elders and Deacons Chap. 3. 


Of Deaconrie, or the Adminiſtration 
of the Monies for the poore by. the 


Deacons, Chap. 4. 
Of the Conſiſtory Chap. 5+ 
Of the.Churches Union. Chap. 6. 
Of Colloques or Conferences. Chap. 7. 
Of Provinciall Synods, Chap. 8; 
Of Nationall Synodes. Chap. 9. 
Of the holy exerciſes inthe Congrega- 
© tion of the Faithfull. _ Chap.ro. 
Of Baptiſme. Chap. 11.. 
Of the Lords Supper. Chap. 12, 
Of Marriage. Chap.13. 


Particular rules and advertiſements. GChap.14. 
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Some Principal fatths eſcaped in Printings 


Page 6. In the19 Anrticle line 2. for brought, read_beſought. pag. 7: Aitic: 234 
ls, 3efor a ward, read award, page 135 Artice 4« tits Ileread rents © As alſo. ce 
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 ECCLESIASTICALL | 
DISCIPLINE 


Of the 


REFORMED CHVRCHES | 
FRANCE. 


Thatis to fay, 2 
F "7 he Order whereby they are Ruled and 
Governed, 
BE 
f Of HMiniftersand Paſtors. 


' The firſt: Article. 


\Q@; HE beſt Rule whereby to proceedin the Eleftion of ſuch, - 
Ea [ERR as areto bee imployed in the Miniftery or Service of the 
q $4 \ Kirgg of Cock! is-p parkrbes up bythe Apotlc; and ſuch are: 
YA with all poſſible diligence to be examine and jnquured in*; 
i [*& EY to, both concerning their DF yr and converſation 4 
Þ) . . »X$; that thercby itmay 9 aPpeares whecheror no as be fit to. 
teach others, 
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| i . at 1 3 . . a4. oats 
called tothe Miniltr 


| at leaſt wer 


- from tho 


rate ett &/41l-this is tobe added a'Fyyall 


advice, both of the Provinciall and Nationall Synod, - 

Artie. 3;1f-it befall, that ſome Curat or Miſbop doe afpire to the Miniſtery 
of the Goſpdll, he is hot to be admitted, unllefl< he Þoe._tirft aitrue. Member of 
the Church, renounce all livinzs, benefits, and other profits and dependances - 
of the Roman Charchs and make an acknowledgeineat of all his faults for- 
merly-commieted, according as by-the Confiſtory ſhall be advifed, andaffer a 
lng and ſufficient experience and tryall of his repentancg, and good andgod- 

4. The Miniſter of the Word of God, out of the time-of Perſecution,di- 
ring which, and tipon urgEiitnecellicy he may be elefted by three Paltors with 
the conſent of the Confiſtory of that place, 19not to bee fecerved or admitted 
into this holy Calling andcharge, bur by a Provinciall Syno14,or by an Afſems 
bly, called in France Colloque , which isto be compoſed at leaſt of ſeven Pa- 


ftors. And in cafethis number be'not fountfor an Aſſembly or conference , 


then there are fdmeof the neighbouring Myaiſters to bee" called to\rtfike. the 
ſaid numBer full :"arid then he that isto bee elefed, is tobte-preſenred with 
good and valuable teſtimonies, both from uniycrſities and particular Chur- 


. cheszas likewiſe from the Afſembly of that Church where hee moſt hath lived 


The examination of him that is thns preſented , ſhall bee made firſt by pro« 


poſitions and queſtions out of the: Word of Godytipon ſuch Texts as ſhall be _ 


given him, one (moſt n-ccffarily) in French, and theother in Latine, if the Sy- 
Rodeor Afſembly ſhall thinke 1tCfie: for 'each of which Texts, a Terme of 


foure and twenty houres for his tudy and preparation ſhall bee allowed him, & 


And if thereupon he gives ſatisfaRion, thenfhall he betryed alſo by a Cha 
ter of the new Teſtament, which ſhaH be laid, before him_in Greeke, to ſee 
what 8Rilt and profit he hath gotten in Greeke, for his ability to interpret it, 
And aymuchis likewiſe tobe done'in Hebrew, to ſecwhether he is at leaſt able 
tindi&bood uſe of good Bookes for the oe miderffanding of the Scrip- 
deda' f hisKnowJedge and Induſtry in 
the thoſt heeeffary parts of Philoſophy, : alf this is tobe done kindly and-chas 
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ritably;withour aff-Qation, ſabtile, thornie, and fruitlefſe queſtions. * - ; © 
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Laſt) y he ſhall make a ſhort confeſhonof his Baith.in Latines upon-which he ML 
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reanto him the power givcn 


of his charge whereunto he is called ſhall de: 


E. 


hior ig the Name of Jefier ChrifF, both t: adminiſter the Waod, and allo. the 
Sacraments, after he ſhall have received his full inftitution and ordination tg 
| the Churchto which he is ſent, and to which Church ſhall bee withall given ' 2 


advertiſement of his BleRion, by an a, or ſome letters , of the Syae 
Afﬀembly, ſent, delivercd and readby a Paſtor or Ancients - _ © 

5+ He, whoſe ele&ion ſhall be notified tathe Church, is to propeund,, cx» 
pound, and teach publikely the Word of God three ſeyerall Sundayes, with- 


out being as yet capable to adminiſter the holy Sacraments, in the hearing of / 
all the People, that he may bz obſerved in whatmanner he reacheth, to which . 


m——— 


end the people are exprefſely to be advertiſed, that it any man know ſome ' 
hinderance or juſt cauſe, for which the ele&ion of who ſhall bee thus named ; | 


may not be brought to a good end, or the man not be liked, it may be fignifie 
co the Confiſtory « who is to heare and. underſtand with all_patienceevery, 
mans reaſons to judge thereof. The filence of the People, none contradifting, 


ſhall be taken for an expreſle eonſcntment, but in cafe there ariſe an FORD” | 
dby the 


cn, and he that is named ſhould be liked bythe Confiſtory, anddilliked by the 
people, or by moſt of, them, his reception 1s then to & 7ed, and report of. 
allrobe made unto the Conference; or Provinciall Synod, to confider.as-welf 
the juſtification of him that is named, as of bis rcjetione. And although hee 
that.is namcd ſbould there be juſtified , yet is he not to be made or given as 
Paſtor tothe People againſt their will, nor tothediſlike, diſplcaſure, and dif 


content of moſt of them : Neithey is che P aſtor alſo againſt his owne will to. 


be putinto that place , the difference being neceſſartly.to bee decided by che 
Order above ſpecified, atthe charges and coſts of the Church that did deſire 


6, He that ſhall defire tobe choſen to the Miniſtery, ought to receive the. 
charge or place that ſhall be given bims and ifhe refaſe it, be ſhall bee tolicid 


- andinduced thercunto by canvenient and ft exhortations, yer may he no: bee 


conſtrained. 
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ation, ſhall handle ſhortly of the Inſtitution and 
ads gche teftimoniesof the Scripture that are 
»A3toth 4- 11, Lv%. 10. 16, Ih, 26, 23, 
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by Servant lawfully elefied aco. ding 10 the order eftabhiſhed in 1by Church, ya 
Ce 


on HF Rnees, T he proyer | 
Deparies fent by the Synod or Colloque, are before 211 the pcopte to joyne 


be lawfully.ditcharged or removed for certaine good cenfiderations;, andthe 
ſame are doneby the Provinciall Synod. | TRY Ant 

I. The charge and duty of Miniſters is chiefely to preach the Goſpel, and 
to anggnnce and- reach\the Word of God totheit people; They are \ 99. 
fore to be, exhorted-toforbeare , and abſtaine from-all gzanner of teaching 
thax is eithex ſtrange5or unkity/and not convenient or meet for edHfication> and- 
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; to 2pply and conforme themſelves to the ; ſimpl ; 
Spirit ofGod, being moſt carefull to bring and 3 
ching# or Sermons that may cauſe theleaft prejus 
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eto the honour authority 


of the hgly Scripture; never-preaching without taking forthe SubjeQ of their 
whole Mourſe 2 Text out of theholy Scripture » which they are to follow 


nſually and punRually, expoſing thereofas much as they ſhalLbe able , abſtai- 
ning from all unnecefſiry amplifications, from all long ,  extrayagant and net 
occaſioned digrefſions, froma heape and number of,common places and paſa 
ges ef the Scripture that aronot nccdfull, and from a vaine recicall or narration 
of divers, ſeycrall fruiclefſe. expoſitions ; got often, bur very temperately aud 
adviſedly allcadging the writings of the anciem Doors; and lefic yet of pro- 
phane Authors and Hiſtorics : not handling their. doQrine in a Scholaſtical] 
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ert nothing into their prez > 


manner, nor with mingling and mincing in of languages?-In a.word,, they are 
to ſhun all that may ſerve for, or give thelea #t (pion or ſhew of oſtencation,. 
bſerved, all Conſiltories, Collo- 


All which things that they may the better be 0 
ques» or Aſſemblies» and Synods, are to be very carcfull. 


I 2. The Churches are tobe warned to uſe mod frequently Catcchiſing 7 and 
the Miniſters are to handſs andexpgand p16 tame moſt diligently, By comven= 
10ns and: anfwers, framing .and fit- 

ting themſelves unto the plainneſſe and rudenefſe of their people , and not cn- 
.j- tTing into long tediaus.duUCourſes of common-places, Yea, 1t is. the daty of 


dious, fiiccind, ſimple, and familiar quel 
every Miniſter to Catechiſe every One of his Flocke yearely.once or twice; and 
eo exhort every body to yeeld and apply himElf Grioufly and diligently theres 
EET ao tt Ea. ud ous RISER: 
_ 13. Thoſe Miniſters , whonr God hath .indowed with his grace well to. 
write , are adviſed; to performe it in a manner becomming the modeſty of 
Gods 'Servants,and the Mijeſty of the Word ot God :And conſequently to for- 


| beare all manner of, writing either ridiculous or injurious; And iadeed they 


cu hr to keepe the ſame modeſty and Mijelty iti cheir ordinary preaching and. 


| teaching» Thoſe thir have received ſach grace. wellto write, are-to be choſen. 


by their (evetallCountri:s, that when-1t commeth to paſſe that ſome Bookes, 


| come. forth againſt the true Religion, the ſame be ſent uato them to anſwer 
$ th-m; a Colloqas or Afſembly.beitig appoynted in every Country, carefully to. 


£ 


take heed, and tiave £1 yea cha thall be written and publiſhed, and after-- 
wards to diſtribate and ſend the Copies thereof abroad. 


4 


' 1.4; Mipifters and Paſtors may not pretend primacy, dominion, or-lway over 


©ne another, | == ANTI 
I 5- The Miniſters of one Confiſtory are to prefide over-the ſame hy turnes , 


that nOfie, may pretend ſuperiority over bis fellow ;. neither may,any one of; 


them beare witnclle In matters of importance, unlefle he have firſt communica»: 
ted it,and acquainted therewith the other Miniſters,his brothers and. fellows. , 
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16, The cnftome that formerly hath beene uſed in ſome places to ſend ecpy-.. 2 
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_. _ to be forborneand aboliſhed, the appoynted and now uſed order Deng 
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ufficient to take knowledge of ſcandals,; and that manner of new Officcs an: 
charges , being of a dangerotis conſequence, is wholly condemned : as in like 
manner all names of Supertoricies, as ancients of Synods-, ſuperintagglents and 


the like, are diſallowed and reje&ed. Congerning the advertiſements aſſemble 


and bring together the Colloques or conferences and Synods , and of matters 
thereon axpenlog, they are to be dirc&ed unto One Church, and not to a cer- 
taine Miniſter, or other particular member thereof. And if perhaps ( for ſome 


_ conſideration or other) they ſhould be dire&ed to ſome one of 'the Miniſters or 


ancicnts,thoſe that receive them,fhall bring and deliver them tothe Conſiſtory » 
that thereupon adviſe and counfell may be taken. | ; 

17. A Miniter may beſides the holy Miniſtery praRiſe neither Phyſicke,nor 
Law: yet nevertheleſſe he may in charity both give connfell and helpe to thoſe 
that are ſicke amongſt his flocke and of the aighboaring places 3 yet ſo that 
thereby he benothindred in, or withdrawne from the ſtudies of his boly voca- 
tion. Neither is he to draw any profit or gaine by it , unl:fle ic be onely in time 
of trouble and perſecution,when he is not ſuffered to uſe & execute the fun&ion 


of his calling in his Church, 'and cannar reccive from the ſame his entertain- 


ment. And thoſe that thus ſhall apply themſelves to the arc of Phyficke , Law, 
or other diftration, are to be admoniſhed to forbeare it, and to addi and pive 
themſelves torally to their employment and ſtudy of the holy Scripture. kind 
the Colloques and Synods are adviſed to proceed according tothe orderof our 


Diſcipline againſt ſuch as ſhall be found difobedient there : as allo chole that 


bulie themſelves in the inſtru&ion and teachingof children, ſo that: thereby 
they are hindred duly to attend their chief calling. And hereof both the Provin= 


ciall Synods,Afſemblies, conferences and confiſtories are to be moſt carefull, and 


even ſo far»ascoſuſpend ſuch Miniſters as be found refra&ory, | 
18 The Miniſters are ro admoniſh and exhort their people to keepe modeſty 
and decency in thcir apparels , they themſelyes' giving them a good cxample 


both in this and all other things;forbearing and ſhunningall bravery and coltli» 


neſſe both intheir owne clothes, and thoſe of their wives and children. | 

19. Such Princes and Lords that follow the Court ,. and have or defire to 
havea Church in their owne Family, are tobe bron|Eht to receive the Minis 
ſters from thoſe Churches that are duly and truly reformed , and where there 
are mare then on: Miniſter, with a ſufficient aſſurance of their lawtfull calling, 
and withthelcaveofthe Aſſemblies or Synods ; and thoſe Miniſters are princi- 
pally to figne the Confeflion of Faichof the Churches of this Kingdome , and 


alfo the Ecelefiaſticall Diſcipline. And that the preaching of the Word of Gad 


may be the more fruicfull, they ſhall be pra ydalſo, that it would pleaſe them 
to cauſe a Confiſtory to bedrefſedand cſtabliſhed in every one Family , compo=- 


. fed of the Miniſter and of the moſt honeſt and approved men thereof, which 
I we | . earn | - | ih Ls. 


the Churchegzis henceforth. 
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Ws | of the Collogye or Conference, orthe P 
"| which. he hath bcene ordained, or ayes 
x 21+ He that forfaketh and abandoneth the Miniſterie, if hee doenot repe:.t 
ar | and returne tothe charge God hath committed unto him, ſhall at laſt be ex- 
AF | communicated by the Provinglall Synod. ,: 
{ & Js. «= Miniſters ought not to-be va abonds, nor.to have liberty by cheif owne 
LB= ori MA-< ad 36 ODE So1 4 LITI3 @ 4 Tiſt 5+ 4 tn ; ' 

«| authority to intrude or thruſt themſelves where they, liſt,. 


* 23, The Miniſter that ſhall have intruded into a place , though he ſhould be 
liked & approyed of by the pegple,ſhall not.be approveiby the neighbouring 
or other Minilters : but.notice ofhis c4ple ſhall be gjvenunco, and a ward gi- 
li. | Yen'by the Colloqueor P.ovinciall Synode, 1» 
** | *24-: The Miniſter of one Church ſhall not preach in an: other without the  - _* 
- | conſent of the Miniſter thereofs unleſl: it be in his abſence, In which caſe ic be- 
0 | longeth.to the Conliſtpric to give him authority. for it. And ifthe Flocke is 
= | either by perſecution or ather troubles diſperſed, ThentheMiniſter that is a 
"© | ſtratiger amongſt thetii, is to, endeavour to.gather, and bring together ſome Dea- 
B» | cons and Anticnts to get their conſenth; but if. he cannot doeir, He ſhall then 
'd have pernitſfi:n.to preach;, and foto br1 the Flock againe together. 1 
2 b ve A Churches SEO uaerpeall 2 
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erlecuted, ſhall ( upon'hat pr 
hebringand ſhew with all goo 1 teltimenics, whereby it doth appear 

before the Conference or Syuod - Inwhat manner be hath lived and behaved 
þimlelte »char chereup»n his cauſe tay be conſidered h 
domeof the ſaid Colloquz or Provinciall Synod , whom't is to be remitred | 


$7; When a Miniſter findes himſclfe deſtitute of a Church , having either 
duely obtalncd leave, or being otherwiſe diſmi(F:d and diſcharged from thar : 
hee did (erve , it ſhall belong to the Conference or Synod of the Countrie to | 
provide another Gimrch for him, wickin che ſpace of a moneth: Aadif in that | 
tine he cainot be provided bY the ſaid Colloque or?P10vinciall Synod where | 
he did ferve under, heeth:n ſhall' have his freedome to provide himſelfe of a | 
Church out of that Country , iwhereſoever God ſhall give him meanes, accors : 
ding fo the order of the Diſcipline, ILY niet p_— 
. 28, Authoricy is granted to the Provinciall Synodes, to make exchange of : 
Miniſters for certaine confiderations, their Churches being firit heard, and | 
their reaſons well and duely examined and weighed. Bur in caie of variance 


or difſe::fi>n , the matter (hall bedecided ar the Nattonall Synod , meanc time 
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nothing innovared. | antes a4 Ws 
* 29. Whena Minifterſhouſd be preſenced , or for ſonie other reafon not be | 
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the Flocks are to be a 

ries. | | 

| 35+ The better to, prevent the ingratitude. of ſuch as_have beene found 
ro ule their Paſtors uoworthily, ic is ordered, and to be obſerved, that a.quar- 
ter of the ycarely penſion promiſed and appoynted unto them » ſhall be ads 
vanced and payd aforehand. TRI: 7 T2 i 
" 36. And whereas it may be feared that in time to come (by reaſon of ſome 


| lloffices) there. mightbe occalion:d ſome diflipation and waſting , or qther 

| uithriftineſſe in the Churches ; Therefore thole that (hall be choſen to; go= 
verne the a&ion ofthe conferences , arc to enquire of theancients or Elders 
of every Church, what wages at dentertainment they give ts their Miniſters, 
and what carc and diligence is uſed to pay their appoynement , totheend, 
that by the ſaid conferencesauthority order be taken accordinglys =. 

37. When neceſſary ſupply ſhall-be dcnyed to the Paſtor, and he ſhall haye 

made thzreof bis complaint and remonſtrance , and three months (hall be ex- 
pired after it, withont opueneion, it ſhallchen be lawfull for the ſaid Paſtor 
to apply andengage himſclfe to an other Church, with the knowledge and 
adviſe of the Fu. F229 or Provinciall Synod; and, in caſe of moſt urgent 
neceflicy , the conference or Synod may ſhorten the ſaid terme of three 
' moneths: Yea neceſſity preſſing, and three moneths b:ing paſt wichour fap- 
plying and and giving the ſaid Paſtor fatisfa&ion, though he bave made his 
complaint, and defired to have his libetcy; It (hall then ſuffice for him to call 
into his confiſtory two Miniſters that dwell neareſt, and not bebonnd to cx- 
pee the adviſe of any other Aſſembly orSyned,unlefſe ſome of the ſaid con= 
ferences be already calledtogether in the ſame moneth,, to which be might 
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28: Tnthe kowledpe and jufigetnent that (hall be cakeh' and given of the | 
afithankfalneffe yponthe Miniftets complain ; atlcircutbRances daghr pri = 
dtntly to be confidered and pondered » Where eſpeciall regard ſhall be had as | 
well of the poverty of the Churches as of the meanes andriches of kitn that | 


-makes the cotyplaint; to theend that the courſe, therein'to be taken: 
dire&eg, is the'glory of God, theclification of the Chutch, al the 
of the Paſtor and Minit? AGth require. COT POR 
with another Miniſter before full ſatisfa&ion be firſt given of what 'is dueto 
him that hath ſerved therein. _ Cf i ais 

40, The Miniſters that are rich and have good meant of their own to live, 


niay nevertheleſſc rake wages of their Flotks : Yeait is fit That they receive | 
.- fomefor conſequence ſake,and rd prevent and ſhin all ela, they o | 


therwiſe might caule to other Miniſters aud Churches, But they are wirhall 


to be exhorted,to make ſuch uſe thereof,bothasthe neceflity ofthe Chotches, | 


and charity ſhall require. _ | IE FU LTS 
41. &ſhall gotbe free tor lawfyll ts any Paſtor to have pollcſſizn of any in- 
hericartce under rhe title of Paſtor: bur if *the penfion of pate thereof 
frould beafighed upon ſome poſſeſſion, rents or 'revente, the Tame ſhall bs 
managed by the Deacons, or other perſons by the Church theteutito com- 
mitted and deputed; By whoſe hands the Miniſter thall receive his penſion , 
fothar all fuſpition of avarice be taken away, and that by ſheh worldly 
cares hs inay nor be difirated 2nd led away from his charge and Office, | ' © 
4% The Charch, inwhoſc fervice a Minifter doth” finiſh his dayes', ſhall 
take care of his widdowand children: And if the faid Ekurch be not able, 
then the carethereof belongerh to the Province or County. _— 
43: Miniſters ſhall be ſubje& co be cenſured, reprehended and puniſhed, 
44. The Office and duty of Miniſters is to'r rw Li yeriie th them- 
ſelves and their Flocks, great and fall, of what condition and quality ſoc- 
ver theybe, by the Word of God andthe Ecctefiafticalt! Difcipline, But ic 
belongeth alſo tothe Magiſtrate to be watchfull over all ftates, aiid even al fo 
over the Miniſters, and ro take heed » whether or no they walke rightly in 
cheir vocation, And therefore ifthey doeamifſe, the Magi rate ſhall catiſe 
chem'to be admonithed of theirduty>according to the” Ectlelimicall Diſci= 
ine, either in the conſitories>conferences or Synods'; unleſſe their faults 
eferve othep puniftim:nt by the Lawes, tlie knowledge whereof belongeth 

properly to the Magiſtrate. Þ | oe | 

45, Such Zſiniſters as teach il! Doftrine «: and, taving bene fufficietitly 


PO 


b:dient unta.the holy admonitions takenout of the Word of God, reptefen- 
was | Op 9 Or RENE en ted- 


maybe : 
honour | 
$9, The Church thit hail be. fotind unchankfull', ſhall not be Provided 


ned; not tefilt and forbearts ſhall be depoſed's Bum thole'that are: not o- 
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" Refoticd Clhirches in Plante, © 2 
Thoſethat are convitedof Herefic, Schiſme, Rebellion agaihft the Eccleti- 
aſticall Order » publicke Blaſphemy , deſerving civill and criminall punifh- 
ment, Simony, and other corruprion by preſents, and guifts, anJunderhand 
dealing for getting another mans Office, leaving and forfaking of their Flocke 


' without leave or other juſt and lawfull occaſion, Falſhood, Treachery , Per- 
7 Jary-Uncleannefſe and Whoredome, Thefc, Drunkennefles Beating, Or Fight- 


ings wotthy to he puniſhed by che Lawes, Ulſury , all plays torbidden by 


\ the Lawes and that otherwiſe are ſcandalous ,. Dauncing and the like diſor- 


ders, and looſenefle of Converſation, Crimes of civill infamy, Crimes that 
in any other perſon deſerve ſeparation fiomthe Charch , andallo ſuch as 
fhall be foundtotally inſufficient to performe theircharge, 

46, On the contrary,thoſethat are become and found unfit oruncapable to 
execute their Office, mecrely by reaſon of old age, fickenefſe or ſam: ſuch 0- 
ther inconvenience or miſhap, are by no m-anes to be depoſed , but rather 
being kept in the hononr of their calling,they ſhallbe recommended to their 
Churches for their maintenance ; nd another ſhall be provided and appoyn- 
ted to exerciſe theirduty, _ | - 20220 | 
47. All vices that are ſcandalous and puniſhable by the Magiſtrate, as Muc- 
ther, high Treaſon, and other Crimes » that doe redound to the great diſho- 
nour, diſgrace and.ſcandall of the Church , deſerve that the Miniſter (being 
guilty of any one) bedepoſed, though he not one'y committed the ſame'be- 
fore he was eleed,, but alſo inthe time of his ignorance, Andthis'is to be 
obſerved in caſe that remaining in the Miniftery, he bring more ſcandall then 
+ pn to the Church ; whereofthz,Synods arc to take knowledge and 
Judge. 

ky If a Miniſter te convited of notorious and enormous Crimes , he is 
ſpeedily to be depoſed by theconſiſtory , who for that end.1s te call theafe 
filtance of the Colloque or conference: or in want thereot, two or three 0- 
ther Miniſters, that are no way es-ſuſpeRted. And if the D-linquent ſhould 
take exception, or complaine againk the teſtimonies of the calumny, then is 
thecaule to be brought before the Provinciall Synod. And if a Aſiniiter bath 
preached Hereticall Do&rinc, he is to be ſpeedily ſuſpended by the contiftory, 
theconference.or two or three Miniſters ,to that end called together,asabcye 
ſaid, untill the Provinciall Synod determine the bufineſſc ; meane while any 
ſentence of ſuſpenſion ſhall remaine faſt and in force { notwithſtanding his 
appeale td the contrary) untill the finall deciſion. 24 

49. The caufes of ſuch a dep fing need not tobe declaredunto the people, 
unli&fle rieceſſity doe require & ; whereof thoſe that haye decreed and ordci ed 
the ſaid depoſition, are to judges © ne 437-75 

B 2 | 50. Thz 
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| fed tothetnby the colififtdry : Thoſe likewiſe thar lead n ſearidalous life : 


12 __- TheEeccleffticall Diſcipline of the 
. -$o+ The Nationall Synods ought-to be advertiſed by the Provinciall AG : 
. ſernblies, and Synods, of ſuch as are depoſed, - leaſt they might otherwiſe be ' 
there received and admitted. | & | = 
5?, Miniſters depoſed for death-meriting or infamous Crim:s, ſhall ne- 
ver be reaJmirted againe into their charges, what -acknowledgement ſoever 
they make; as for thoſe that have committed ſlightcr faults, they upon their 
acknowledgement and ſubmiſſion may be reeeived againe by the Nationall 
Synod, but ſo that they ſerve in ſome other Province, or County 3 and 0+ 
therwiſe not at all, 
2+ The Roamers, that is to ſay, thoſe that have nor any calling , but doe 
furre and thruftthemſclves intoche Miniſtery, ſhall be put and kept downe : 
and whatſoever by a Provinciall Synod ſhall be ordained about them , and 
concerning the iuterdiion and inhibicion in the Miniſtery , ſhall have the 
ſame force, as if it had beene ordained by a Nationall Synod. 

52. Thoſe that be declared Roamers , pan , Hereticks, Schifinaticks, 
ſhall ſo bz denounced chroughout all che Churches:thatevery Church may be ' 
aware of them, and the Catalogue of their names (hall be brought from the 
Provinciall, to the Nationall Syneds, | 

54: Thoſe char by theadviſe of the Provinciall Syaods , arc put into the 
number of Roamers, ſhall not be blotted ouc againe,ualefle it be done by the 
adviſe of a Nationall Synod. 

5.5 Thoſe that thruſt themſelves into th: Miniflery in Countries and pla- 
ces, where the preaching of the Goſpcll 1s already pure and lawfully eſtabli- 
ſhed,ſhall ſufficiently be warned & cxhorted to deliſt and leave off:and 1n caſe 
they continue and peſever, as likewiſe thoſe that ſhall follow and adhere to 
them, if afterthe like warning and exhorcation given them, they doe not. 
forbeareanJ forſakerhem, are to be quite cut off , and proceeded againſt, as 
the Synods ſhall juc ge fit« | | 
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CHAPTER IL 
Of S chooles. 
; The firſt Article: 


He Churches are to- doe their utmoſt endeavour to eſtabliſh ſome 
 Schooks, and take order for the inſtruction of the children, | 
' 2. The Moderatours» Schoolemafters and Teachers, ſhall igne the Con- 
E0ion of Faith, 2nd the Eccleſtaſticall Diſcipline» 


3: The + 


ns TH WW 


_ © Reformed Churches in France: 

3. The Doors and Profeſſors in Divinitie are to be choſen by the Sy- 
node of that Country where the-Univerlitics-are-, and to- be examined , 
both by readings and L-&ures they. ſhall make. ppon the Old and New Te- 
Kament , accoriling to the Authen, icall edition'ot the Hebrew and Greeke 
Texts » which ſh1ll be given them ; As likewiſe by daipu:aticns during one 
or two dayes , as it hall be though requiſite, + And rf thereupon they be 
found capable and fir, and are nor Paſtors, they ſhall thzn ſhake hands of 
Aſſociation ; They promiſing! aforehanil faithfully and carefuily to dif- 
charge their Office, and to teach and handle the Scripture in all purity and: 
fincerity,according to'the analogie and conformity of the Faich, and Cons 
teſlton of our Churches in France, which: they are to ſubſcribe unto. | 

4+ That there may be many Paſtors,and that the Churches may alwaies be 
well provided with fit and ivfficient, perſons to.rulz and'iconguct.chem, and 
to teach andannounce the word of God truely,.! The: Churchesſhallbe ad- 
moniſhed to choſe ſome Sch yllers alzeady well grounded & adyanced in 
good.learhing.,, and of great hape and expeRatian , and to-maintaine them 
tn the Univerſities , that there - they;may be faſhionsd and more prepared 
for the imployment!in the Miniſterie 3. preferring the children of poore 
Miniſters, that are apt and fic to ſtudy ; whereof-.the Conferences are to 
take knowledge and to judge. Kings, Princes and Lords, arc to be beſought 
and exhotted to take the like care, and to grant th:reunto ſome parc of their- 
wealth &rents as : alſo ſuch Churches as are wealthy, And hereof che Con= 
ferences ani Provinciall Synodes are to take care and- advertiſe and ſolli- 
cite where they ſhall ſee-it expedient ;. and herein they are to follow all 
ſuch wayes as ſhall ſerve to bring fo neceſſary things to patle and to a good 
effe&. And if ſome Churches alone are not able to doe it, then-ſome neigh- 


| bouting Churches are to j>yne with them » that thus together they main= 


tainc at leaſt one Student for each Conference or Golioque, and rather then 
coomirt or negle ſo good a work, the fifth penny of the almes may belayd 
alide ( if conveniently it can be done ), for the ſaid employment. 

5. Inevery Church ſhall ſome propolition.be made out of th: Word of 
God amonglt the Schollerss according as the commodity beth oi the pla-- 
ces and perſons may beatc it : at which exerciſes the Paſtonrs are to be 
preſent, as well to preſide, as to ſer downe and order the ſaid propoii- 
tions. | ye 
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, 148-4315 xd "17 [- | | | 
Io quiet hs ve | &f. :Iders and Deacons, TP 
00094 The firſt Article. 


T5 places where the order'is as yet not eſtabliſbed, the EleRions as well : 4 
of the Elders as of the Deacons are to be made by the cormmon voyce or | 
| otes of the people 'withthe Paſtors; But where'the Order and Diſcipline |: P 
| [ate alteady eſtabliſhed, there it ſhall belong to the Confiſtory with'the Pa- * cl 
| tours to'thake choyce of the fitteſt men , with: publicke an4 moſt expreſſc 


prayers, And the EleQion and Denomination of them ſhall be made alowd ' b 
in the ſaid Confiftory : and afterwards the imployment and'duty of that | . 
Office ſhall be red in the Corliftory'uhro thoſe that are choſen, thar they | Þ 
may underſtand in what they are to bo erployed;; Tf they give their con» | y 
fent , then ſhall they be'named unto the people two or three Sundayes con- | n 
ſeguemtly 5 that the peoples conſentment may alſs bejoyned : and if there R 
appeare no oppoſition or contradiAion , then ſhall they be publickely re- | p 
ceived on the third Sunday with publicke ſolemne prayers > they ſtanding * . 


Þefore'the Pulpit, And thusthey ſhall be ordained in their charpe, ſubſcri- 
bing the Confeſſion of Faith and the Ecclefialticall Diſcipline, But if there 
be'made any contradiction and exception, then the'cauſe , ſhall be debated, 
pondered and decided in the Confiſtorie ; and if no agreement can be made 
there, then the whole buſineſſe ſhall be remitted over to the Conference or 
Provinciall Synode. ng 
- 2, Henceforth ſhall be eleted (as muchas is poflible)- no more for El- 
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ders and Deacons of the Church, any ſuch-as have wives'that are contrary | F 
to true Refigion,, accorlingas is ſaid by the Apoſtle, Yet nevertheleſſe that | 

the Church may not be bereaved of the labour of many good and godly | þ 
men, who by reaſon of former ignorance have wives of a contrary Religi» | * 
on, they may be tolerated for this neccflity-of time onely , ſo that they | c 


make appeare thegood endeayours they take rightly to inſtru and refornie | 
their wives » ſolliciting them to come to the Church. c 
3- The Office and duty of the Elders is to be watchfnll over the Flocke | | 
together with the ' aſtors, and to ſee the people gathered , that every one | 
come to and be preſent at the holy Congregations , make report of the | 
ſcandals and faults, rake knowledge and Judge thereof with the Paſtours, } 
and 
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n 
| dingts a Fortin? conftainingcheir tharge 1h Werleing, whichiſhallbeIn every 
/ Church; as thie eircumſtances both of places and times (hall require, | >; 
' 4: The Officeand duty of the Dcacotis #879 'recelive / gather anddiftri- 
| bute » by the adviſe ofthe Conſiſtorie, the wanies of rhe poore, of the pri- 


| | ſonersand of the ſick , and to vitit them and take care of them. 


h | very ſame rea 


5- The Office of Deacons is not t&/pteach'the Word of God , nor to ad- 
miniſter the Sacrament: Yet neverthelefle, for the neceſſity of the time , may 

| the ronfitory rlo@ and ehoole bath ſome Eldersand Dracanaty GFxchiſe in 
; the houſholds:. As-itus lo peoinahes, he wflcg 19-5888 ſence of the 
' Pattors, ro'read the publicke prayers oh ordinaries 10D it they have beene 
| choſen by the conſiſtortes, and ſhall therein,fo and obſerve the ordinary 
: ſtile and faſhion, And in the teading they perfotme , no other Bookcs are to 


! be read then-the Canonicall, b thof the old and nc v Teſtament. ©" "ORG 
| As concerning the Deacons char wer pier CA | MEE SnFies 
| publickely,tH ncotiventences that did theteby happen 4 | ff dy & lirp= 
| after enſue, being heard 3nd meighedorhe Churches, yh rein ſuch a.ciiſts 
hath not beenc eſtabliſhed nor recely d,. are eXhortec , Rill foforbeart the 
! fame: Aidthofewhere it hath b=ene or is yet uſed), are required and admo- 
; piſhed to forſake it, and to.cauſe rather thoſe ſaid Deacons ,if cp oe f6urid 
| fit and capable, ro, betake rhemſclves ro the Miniftery of the Golpel, as fone 
[hy preteen potent won on 
-* The Elders and Deacons may alliſtat the propoſitions. of the Word bf 
Sod, made by the Miniſters befides the ordinary Sermons, or by the props- 
fing Schollers : As allo at the cenſitres which then are made, and utter their 
| oÞinio2s. .. But. thedecifionof che DoRrine is principally reſerved onto the 
Miniſter, and Paſtors, asalſo to the Doors in Divinity xthatduly ate called - 
' to their places. MO ES. 
| 7+ Neither the Deacons nor alſo the Elders may pretend any primacy or 
| domination, the one over the other, wherher by reaſo1 of their nomination 
| by. the people , or of their ficting , or of the order to fay their opinis1,, or 


£ ” _ 
» . w 
- bs 4 


-/ 


> 


| any, other thing depending on their Offices |... 
1 $,, The Office of the Elders and Deacons ,as we uit it.at thistime z is N9t 
| for ever: yet becauſe changements are harmefull, they are-<xhorted fo con- 
| tinne in their Offices as lony as they can tand if they will part and ridthen- 
| ſelves thereof, they are nor to do: ic without th:ilave of their Churches, 
[- 9% Thad and Deacons ſhall 'be depoſed from their places, for the 
: e.reaton as.the Miniſters bfche Word of God in-their quality are 
| depsfed for, And iF being conlemned by the Conliſtory they doe "ped, 
| Len; 
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* ÞConferericeor.the'Provinciali-Synode; have takeniorder, with them. ; - ,.; 


the Reſtirution-of depoſed Paſtoyr 
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| y. temnaing (ulpatided Trom: their cha » gatill. either the 
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- $0 The refticution both of che- Elders and Deacons , that have been de-| 
poſed , is.nor-permicted , except according to and in the lame manner of | 


| 
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© *** diſpoſing of rhe Movies of the Poore bythe Deacons, ' © 
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Thefirſt Article, | | 


 *I*He money of rhe pogre ſhall notbe adminiſtred nor dipole of by 2ny| 
W other then by the Deacons, according to the advice and reiglemenc the | 
3 , . t $005 5h thar one or two Miniſters be preſenc (as farre as it ſhall} 
be poflible) at che ordinary diſtributions of the ſaid Monies,but moſt neceſſari-| 
ly ar the Fenre, fy rheaccompts. 1 
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pes > Thep ople ſhall be adverciſed of the faidgiving in of acconnts jo the 
" end, that irbe free forany body tobe preſent, as well forthe diſcharge of thoſe 
that have the handling of the ſaid monies, as alſo to ſhew to ev-ry'otie the ne- 
ceſſiry both of cheChurch, and of the poore, and that thereby the endea- 
yours and readineſle of every one, may be encreaſed to, contribure the more! 
| a five SEN Cn, WE 4 
. 4+ To hinderand prevent the di orders, which dai'y doe happen by rea-| 
"ſon of theatreſtations or teſtimonies common!y granced ro the pogre; every! 
Church ſhalleadeavour to k2:pe and maintaine their owne pooret and inca'e; 
thar any one thereof ſhall be driven or conſtrained to rravell for his owne; 
aftaire;, the Minilters (hall chen diligently examine 1n their Conſiftories, whe- 
ther or n> the canſes arejuit and inchar c:ſe grant them letters of recammens} 
dation. dire&ed to the next Chnrch, that lyechonthe way of. che place they 
will goeunco, inwhich letters rhey are to ſpecific the name, ages Rature | 
haire, andrhe place where they. trave'lunto chegauſe of their Journey , and 
the aſſiſtance and ſubvention given them) not furg:tting the date, both of the 
day and yeare, and theſe letters ſhall bee received and kept ſafely by the 
Churche:. nnto whichthey are dire&ed ani ſent, 'giving' them' others'rs the 
next Church, andall arreftarions granted chem formerly, may _ : 


*The Charch;as ſhall be chought goods wheh occaſion Tequire$"iT: Bur yer 
- there'ſhallbe_no where elfe entreateI or handled'of any Ecc|&fiaſti all Guti- 
/ neffe;, except in the place, where ordinarily the conbſtory doth alſctnble and 
« meet. ; | | 


ſon, or.two brothers into the ſelfelame 
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ries they be ſentthither. 


© + [nplaces where the exerciſe of the Religion is not eſtabliſhed, the faith- 
'Fultkre cobe exhorted by the conferences » to have ambngſt them alſo ſome 


-Ers 26d Deacons and to follow the Diſcipline of th: Church And che 


aid Cetloquet or eotifcretices thall adviſe, 'itiro whith Church they may be 


2ppoynted. for cheir commodiry andthe entercainment of the 'Mir.i'tery: 
And this b:ing done, ' it ſhall not be in their free willto for{ake or cepart 
fromthe ſaid Churches, without communicating their defite ajid intent 


"with the coiferchce- 


*, + _ 


t. ft. 4&7 Tir {375 T Bs? 12.5% as COT ITY «! . Ro ERSLTY + « > 5 Bal [ 
 *\#1nevery Church ſhall. bebut one confiſtary.: N-ither hall itbe Lawfufl 


"to fet up, or ctablifh any och.r ccanſell for whac Church buſineſſe Tod\cr. 


» 


"And if in ary Church ſome other _counſell ſhonld be found eltabliſhed, 
"{evered ftom'the confiltory, the fame ſhall ſpgedily be taken away. Yct Ge- 


6ns of 


verthelefſe the conſiltory may forme” timies;call” to /afliſtance ſuch; 


uiresir 


: h 
» 


=y 
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$5; The-confiltory ſhall alwayes have the f eedome to admitthefather ind 
confiſtury 3 unleſſe therete fomeim- 
= Yn 0 nn "Gs 
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Sl biden ha Mp ee 


| "The Fea einalt DiIpline ofche 
pediment from elſewherc, wherof the conference or Provinciall Synod ſhall 


take knowledge and have the decition. wa 
6. A Magiſtrate-may be called an itmployed ip the charg: of an Elder in 
the confiſtory, ſo thatthe execution of one of the funions doe nor hinder 


the other and mo no prejudice to the Church, 


6 
®. 


- 2. [tis likewiſe lefeto the prudence of the conſiftoryto call & admit into it 
the Propoſers or diſputants, thoghthey have noether charge inthe Church, 
but yet not without waighty reaſons and confideratiOns, and eſpecially up- 
On good conſiderations and affured knowledge of their deſerts and wifedam. 
And thenthe faid Propoſers ſhail bethere,not to have their votes inthe delt- 
be: a-ions of any affair:,but only that bytheir protace they may grow thefig« 
Ter and better cnabled and experienced for the-cdaduRt and government of 


the.Church , when God ſhall caltthem thereunto. Yer neyerthel:fle is it | 
left rothe diſcretion ofthe Paſtors to aske their advice (foratryall of their | 


ſufficiency )- which notwithijanding ought not to be done without great ad- 
viſcdnefle circumſp<Rion, and promiſe alſo to keepe.it ſecret. 

*- 8: The government of the Church ſhall be ruled according to the Diſci- 
plinc as bath beene determined ani ſetled by the Natichall Synods, Neither 
may any Church, Province or particular Country make aBy order or Law, 
that be not conformable and _—w in fubſtance tothe generall Articles 


of the laid Diſcipline, Therefore and co that end the Articles of the Ecclefi- | 
_ aſticall Diſcipline ſhall be read in the conſiltory at leaſt at every time when | 


the Lords Supper is celebrated» andthe Elders and Deacons fhall be exhor- 
tcd that every one have a true Copy to perule and ftudy the ſame athome 
privately andat leifurc, LE 

' 9 Theknowledgeof ſcandals and the cenſure or jadgement therof belon- 
SE to the Company of Paſtors and Elders: and yet the ſame may nor be re- 
Eine either to the whole conliſtories or tothe greater part thetcof, Never- 
thelef the refilall thall be valuable againſt particular perſons of the ſaid 
conſiftories, whether they be Paſtors or Elders, if the confiſtory admit the 
'faid recuſation:and this being jud3ed,, they ſhall proceed further in the 
'cauſe., natwithſtanding what appeale ſoever be interpoſed upon the admiſt- 
oft or xexftion of ſuch. refuſals or reculations. _ WT ths ; 

' Yo. The cuſtoms which bath becne: uſed in ſome Churches to make boch 
£enerall inquilition and cenſure of fanks in the Afſembly of! ple, and 
in the preſence both of men and women, being condemned by the- Word of 
"God the Churches ſhall be warned henceforth abſolutely to forbeaxe it, 
atd to be content to follow, in matters of this puniſhment of reprehcaſion. 

and cenſure,the order ſet downe in the Word of God. | 


© IL, Tie Elders (hall alſo. be advertiſed ro. make no report of faults to the | 


cQMz 


—_— — 


confifiory withoutgood caſe atib prooft? Aarb nb body: alle. may be called — * 
before thi confifier/ywikout fulbcirttoriaibel end ecotfinl.. SOILED 
a, 12.1n the execution of the Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline both the formalities as 
-» | Wellas thetermes which commonly are uſed in Caurts of civill jurizdi&i- 
; on,aretobe forborneas muchas can be, "DIR C194 7,50 [eb 311 
:e | * © 1 5e The conſiſtories may exbort, nay fiummon'inthe name of God, the 
| faithful ro ſpeake and di{covee the trath : becauſe 'thereby the antho rity of 
yy the Magiſtrate luffereth na derogation nor diſparagement. 3nd there is lik c- 
; Wiſenottobenſed any formality or ſolemnity uſi1ully kept inthe taking of 
2 {| an _ required by and ycelded nnto the Magiſtrate. RT is CENT 
t | _ I4.Indifferenceschat happen, the patcies {hall be ſcrioully admeniſhed, 
F | by fatrcand friendly meanes to agreeand be againe friends, But the bodies 
I | of the confiftoriesare neither to aſſigne or appoynr » nor be themſeivey, Ar- 


* 
« 


YE, Wy; CO TY 28, ERIE III 
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ic ; hicrators* And ifſoumeof the faid bodies of the confitorie arecalled ta be 
{. Arbitrators, they ſhall chen appeare and be onely as particular menand in 
| theirprivate names oFESION 56: (: bane oe: 5-1 
t | 35. 1f it befalleth, that befides the admonitions uſually made by the con- 
ar / fiſtofties to ſuch as have done amiſle, there be ſome other puniſhment, or more = 
” | rigorousccnſureto be uſed 2 It ſhall then be done either by ſuſpenſion , or 
2 | privatioRofthe holy Communion for a time, or by cxcommunication and 
;, | cucting off fromthe Church. In which caſes the confiftorics areto be adviſed 
n | uſe all pradence and to make diſtin&ion berwixt che one and the other:: 
:. | aslikewiſetoponder & carefully ro-examine the faults and ſcandals that are 
- | brought before them, with all their circumſtances, to judge warily of the 
cenſure, which may be required. | 
> | 16,Theſuſpenfion fromthe holy Communion may beuſcd for the grea> | 
\. | ter humiliation ofthe ſinners, and co makethem more ſenſible of their faults, 
og ' Andneither this faſpenfion» nor the reaſons thereof are to be publiſked bes 
4 | fore the people. No more is the reſtitution of a finner tobe notified , ex» 
* | cept the linners wcre Hercticks, contemptors and ſcorners of God,Rebels to 
a | the confiftery , Traytors to the Church: Item thoſe that are attatneed and 
:. | convifted ot Crimes deſerving corporall puniſhmeat, and whichbring 
"| great ſcandall tothe whole Church: Zremchoſealſo that contrary tothe re» 
h monſtraices made untochem, ſhall marry in Popery : Fathers and Mathers 
4 | that marry their children with Papiſts; and alfo thoſe that carrry them thi- 
>E 


that ſuch perſons, although there may appeare inithemw ſome beginning 
of ce, be ſpeedily ſuſpended ad depeivetd, for ſome time, of the 
| Lords Table, andthat the faid ſuſpenſion be declared unto the prople to 
| the end both that they may the more be humbled and induced to true re- 
; CG 2 pentance, 


| cher, or preſent other mens children there, to be chriſtened, It being neceſla- 


F © 


: 


—_— _—_—_ 


= The Ecclefiaſtical Diſcipline ofthe 
{penance /atid likewiſe thatths Charch of Gotl-be Yizburderied and cleered | 
of a]l blame and repr6ach ; and wichalt chat others mayibe madeafraid.and: ”| 
taught by ſuch examples,to keepethemſelves free from tlie like faults.” 
17: '|t the ſfinnersby thoſe ſaſpenſions'doe not-mend, but remaine obſit- 
natcand impenitenr,then after a long expecationand frequem-admonitiqns 
made unto them; they ſhall-be proceeded-agatoſt by publickeexhorcations, 
mae by the Miniſter untothe people three ſeverall.Sundayes the faid fin- 
-ners berng named, if it benecd, that they my receive the more (tame, and” 
every onemay be advertiſed to pray God for them,& fototry by all means 
to bring them backto penitence and acknowledgement of their fins, thereby. 
ro Prevent the cutting off ad excommunication z which-canndt be:procee= 
:dedwnto', without great griefeand ſorrow, Now 1t tor all that a finner doe: 
n6t convert; him ſelfe , but doe.perſever in his hardning,”otftination and | 
ſtubborneſſey rhen on the fourth Sunday , the Min }ec ſhall-publickly fay,. 
that it is declared-nnto the ſaid ſcandalous and obdurate perſon: {: who is-- 

then to be named) that he is no more knowne as a member. of the'Churchs. 
cutting him off from'the Chnrch , ifthe' name-and. authority:of out Lord | 
-Zeſus Chriſt and of his Church, uling this or the like other forme, as thall! | 
be adviſed obby the Conſfiſtory. S * "91 
18, Henceforth all ſentences of ExcommuNication , confirmed by the 
Provinciall SynaJe, ſhall remaine ficme ani ſtible: as alſo!all. ſentences of 
ſuſpenſion from the Lords Tablc without: nominatzon pronounced by'the 
Conliftorie; although he that thus is ſuſpended ſhould appealeto:the Con- 
ference or Provinciall Synod. My ap erp art f-,':w01.-.14 
19 Such as, to give themſelves and adhere unto Idolatry , have forſaken 
the profeflion. of the true Religion, it they doe perſeverand perlilt in theic 
oltacie after due' endeavours uſed for bringing them” backe unto: the' 
Flocke, ſhall publikly be denoanced and dectared Apoftats : towit, thoſe: 
that of late are thus revolted and fallen off : unkeſfe the Conſifiory do judpes 
that by naming of them , ſome great and notable danger mig!:t eniue for 
the Church. In which caſe there is nothing to be done without the adviſe of 
the Synode of the Conntry. /'But as for thoſe that lo :g fince are revolted 5 
rhe pijblicarion'of their denomination 1s remitted to the 'wiſedome of the 

' 25 Inpublicke faults, tOwit, in:ſuch as are cff. Qually committed and 
knowne by the moſt part of the people, the reſtitution of the ſinner ſhall be 
"made npon- the publicke acknowledgement of his fault , though hee haye' 
beene already-puniſhed by'the Magiſtrat. 0975030 
.? 28./Seting that whoredome doch bringa'ſpot & blemiſh of infamy , ef. 
pecially:on-women ,the knowledge of fuck ſcandals s remitted tot be pru- 
dence'ofthe Confiftorie. Sh 22. Pub. 
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0 22: Publicke: acknbdwlcdgementsare to''Berm 
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: 
? 
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givereſtimony of his repenrancei'!':. ..- 26 tf oh ring ft 6 a1 
- 23+ Ifthefinner, thathath-bectic ſuſpended by the Confiſtoric from the 


- Lords Table,aqnd, whoſe.luſpenſion hath-not been:n2tifieduntorthe people, 


ſhall preſent himfelfe before:cheGonfiſtcrie;and aske zo be t2edncagied & ries 
ltored; and. make his repentaticetrucly. to:appeare;:bethen fhallihercfebred 
and againe received, without any: further publick acknowledgenterit: »:: - 7 

24. He, whoſe ſuſpenſion hath beene {ignihed unto the people,and whoſe 
repentance is knowne' by the; Gonliltorie, and averred. dy true and. goo 
truics.and fiffiaient teſtimonies, : {ball thereupompublickely:bexcconcilet 


/ with the Ohurch; making ackiid wiedgetnent'gt his fatly 2101 $61.454005 


. 25. Thoſe thatby reatotBof the hardningof ulidir Brartayabdtheirftubs 
borneſſe ia their faults, liavebeenectit off from the Ciech;;'fhabl-noreafily 
or {lightly be reftored and reconciled:againe. Bat afteralongand ſuffiljent 
proote of their repentance > they ſhall becheatd, 3n-the Kdalitericiiandif 
they cravednd requeſt to. be, againe rectived: into. the peace of cat Chureh; 
acknowledging their faults ; tbe denunciation thercatſhall. betnideunts 
the people., co move an1 ipduce themco pray-and ptaife Go IsiAad-fome 
time afrer they ſhall be preſented before the whole Congregeior, to con: 
fells and; doreſt;their-fqrm:r faulcs! and:; r-beYions}.» craving. pardon: of 
GoJand bis Church: and' thus they fha)l be reconciladewith publickeg5y 
and prefers. nt; bLogtuc) 127 03 30449 100U , 1113 bagel aved eaiidenzRiA 
- 126, Thoſethatbcingiof one Church fall into Idalatriaza#ntitame afrex« 
wards to dwell in another: Church wheretheir- fault ishot knowne; :fhall 
onely mak acknowledgement of their fall in Confiſtoris, with condition; 
that if exer. they rettrne cotheſatd Ghurch whichithty haveuffendedd they 
alſo ſhall chere publickly acknowledg::rhieic tau: ibromainingbeverked 
leferzthe dilcretion of the Conſiftonte ; other wife ta-piocted wuith chem; 
if ic ſhallbe thought expedient for the exifiration Fabia; 2 Þ:: + 
27.. All faults acknowledged an1 repaired, ſhall be blotted ont'of the 
bookes of che Cogſiitorizs., except thoſe, which being joyned with rebel- 
lion, have been cenſured by ſuſpenſion from the Lorcs Tableorby Excoms 
mUuUNIcat1iIn, :: + —— ::; 3-1 ' ; * <2; 2 10. - 
28. The Conliſtories are not to-give teſtimonies. to the Magiftcat by 
Acts or otherwiſe 2 neithzr are Particular pe-ſans of the Conſiftort: tore- 
veajeto any. bqdy the confeons of penitent and repentant finners; who 
voluntasily.and of their Owne free will , or up »n admonitiang and exhorea« 
tions made untothem ,: doe confeſſe and acknowledge before thenrtheig 
faults , except inmattcrs of high treaſon. tf dull 
4 C 3 29. Again 
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Ty Be ECC2 zhafticall diſcipli: ” of the _ 
- 29, Agairft thoſe, who making profeſſion ofrlie Religion, ſhallcall: or 


| threPaltarrand Elders,or a whole Cem oric in body before the Magilirare, 


to makethem witneſſes againſt any delinqueats , that have-confefſed their 
fiults unto then, ſhall be proceeded by Ecclefiaſticall Cenfures. 


zo. Concerning the crimes that may be declared and Jaid open =o ohh 


Miniſters, by fuch-as deſice or aske counſell and comfort; it isforbidden 
tothe Migilters to reveale the fame , except in cafes of treaſon;, leaſt fome 
blame might thereby bedrawne upon the Miniſtery , and hinderanceto 
the ſnf:rs, to make a free confeffion of their ſinnes. 5,5 
'31+ If one or moreof the people ſhould cauſe or flirre np firife', contro» 


vetfies or coutentioas , 10 'difioyne and breake the anion ofthe Charch, 


concerning ſome pint of our Do&rine or Diſcipline, or about the methods 
matincr or file of rhe iCatechiſme -: of the! adminiſtracion of the Sacra- 
nents, or publicke Praycrs , and the bleſſing of Matrimony , and that par- 
ticulat admonicions could not fufficiently remedy the fame : then ſhall the 


Conſiftorie bf that place endeavour ſpeedily ro derermine and appcaſe all 


debatewirwhe noyle , and with all meckenefſe and fivertnefle by the holy 
Word of God,” And if theteuponghe oppoſers and contentious perſons wijl 
not reſt quiet + then ſhall the Confiſtorie pur the bufineſſe over unto the 
Colloque or Synodes >» having firftand formoſt caaſed the ſaid oppeſers 
to make a promiſe , expreſle and inrolled, not to ſpread ought of their opi- 
nians in2ny manner orWay whatſoever, untill! che ſaid Convocation and 
Aﬀmblics have heard them, upon paine to bee cenſured and' proceeded 
againſt as\Schifamticks ; reſerving neverchelefſe the liberty for them , to 


conferrewith:thePaſtours and Elders , if they have not beene ſufficiently 


taught and inſtruGted. And in caſe the ſaid Contendors and contradiftors 
ſhonid refuſe ro makethe ſaid promiſes. they then ſhall be cenſured as rebel- 
hobs perſons, according to the Diſcipline : And the Colloque or Cenfes 
rence; being aſſembled abouc them » ſhall proceed againſt them as above, 
And ifſuch contentious oppoſers » after they have beene heard and refuted 
with all patience, doc rcit ſatisfied and content, che whole bufinefle ſhall 
be inrolled ; otherwiſe, the Provinciall Synodeſhall be required to come 
together , though extraordinarily , if it be need; atſuch time and placc as 
tae Confiftorie ſhall chinke ficteſt, upon the ſaid promiſe reiterated by the 
contradiQtors. And the Synode bring aſſembled » ſhall formoſt with ripe 
& mature conlideration, adviſe and reſolve about the matter » place, times 
and perſons, whether it be expedicnt,neecfull 8&behovefull , that the Con- 
ference. or diſpute with the 1aid oppoſers and-contendors be made inthe 
of thepeople publickely and openly ,, and that whoſoever ofthe 
aſſiſtants and ſtanders by will ſpeake , ſhall be heard » Yet fo that the deci- 
Me tey BY fion 


w 


— As , EI” \ i wh. 4 ca - Sh _ _ 


- * 
' ——_— ann a 


r reigation. of pheromones thoſe 

JE: SD Er rg 
r Cc 

r the ical ine..An c ont i 49 * done thy, 87 

I 


one kg 
cibed ynto., of the 
mens 


* gny4y 
or ub 


, | any xr contention al 
bavtbefore 


they: 
ments, or of thefor m9 frhe.Carechiſine 


ce | of mariage, would.noc yeeld to what the conference ſhall determine, 
1 | preſently bee ſuſpended from hischarge and mplayer, ,;tobe- proce 
y | againſiatthe next Provigciall or Nationall Synod. 

J| 33- Memorials are to be made and kept in every ; Church of chofrilnowile and 
| worthy matters conreruing Religiong anc at:every conference 
| Gall bedeputed to receive and bers ame to the ns 4 and 
Hawa this: bo the Nationall Aſembly. 
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N O Church may RT” primacy or domination-over the dw nb 


one Province or County.aver the Other, 

2. No Church may doe or Uiſpitch any ma __ of great conſequence, 
| wherethe intereſt or dammage of other Churches might be comprehended,; 
| without the advice of theProviididllSytod, if it canpollivly beafſembled.. 


@ 


And if the buſinefſe ſhould be urgent, then ſhall that Church communicate it 
with, and take the advice and *conſentment :of the other Churches. , of che 
ſame Country or Province, at leaſt by meſſage and Letters. 


3. The Ghurches and the, par) nd pttlons. thereof -þall,be ndrenifed 
-notco depart , ver apdiſparſe ves for:what parſecupian. {0 Ever one 
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\ TeBecitcin Ditciptine of 2 


Ny pen froth Ukion ofthe Clitrch:; to protare Gr! get a'parcicu- 
RE 2 and = Rephes, xvholSeter dorh otherwiſe, ſhall be ceifated; ab- 
cori Me as theeohfe and! Syhodsthall Judge expedient and necelſe- 


Ty. 
4.6 4. \The Diſh natlond: nd debating about the Religion with the Adverſi- 
Fieeoligh t to; beraled atid/governed',/ {6 thar thoſe - of 6ur fids: benieverithe. 
firſt a FELT eG And if 'hiey be in gaged- into a'verbalt dilp! 
'then fhall they' only vſethe ruſe efeke holy Seriprute! not adwittting ce 
wrirings of the Alciing Doors for the'judgement and deoiflon of the 
Doarine .Neither are they eo' enter intoany orderly diſ-utationy unleſle it 
be done) gil by ad by writ rings, eeſpcRively' delivered and fenced? 1sfofe phb- 
difparation:, *rione Hd ndercoke the fare without theadvice of theft 
Sore ano of: ſofnethinbes of Paſtors Who rothat! exe ſhall be a 
"choice oP by the conſereneesirid Provin cialt Synods And tlo/perierall 8IÞi 
tation or conſtrence isto be held; of entred int6, without the-adviſe vt. all 


the Churches alſembled ira Nationall'S Sy nod; Upon paifiefor'the Miniſters, 


,that doethe contrary, tobe Qcclared Apeltitcs a defert6rs of the Uriion 


[ofthe hiirches: - # 39 18 (9% IE 9.653190 © | 


/-"'5. The Churches ov! iee/uriderfland, that the Ecclef aſticall Aſſerablies 4 as 


-wellof conferences;as rovikeiall and Nationall Synods, are the bands, props Z 


CO oo. Aa 
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IN every Pike " Shltcihall be Ig rettion6f Ehurebes' 3 ACCO! ding e to 
che mab& thereof and ofthe places into corraiw Companies: or eonferen 


C<$ 


C<S 


fall thero be 


Room Cleprie inFrance-— 0» 
abſach Churches) 


a apborn of and. BOOT Cir Ni Con: 
Cn every yearetwice, It it call be» of rather foure times , accordingto 
the aatientgrder ; the abpoiyempnt mherpof is he tothe. Geir ar vol 


Counties.! 


| s or.Goun 
ike one Elder ot every. 'C kurch, ;, 


"Theſe-AT- mplies and: C [7 i are.t9 »be. held ro adviſe rogether 
how to compoſe all differences and difficulties , that may happen in-the 
ſaid Churches as it is ordaineiby the Diſcipline : and generally. rq cent. 
der and take order for what ſhall befaunl expecicat and necellaric for the 
gaod- and entertain.nent of the {at 1.Charches, 7 oa 

. And there likewiſe are the Minikters topropound th: Word of God, 
each one at his turne, thar thereby ic may. be {eee what jndeayour and du- 
ty every oneulſcth for his exerciſe and adyancement inthe ſtudy and learoing 
of;che holy. Scripture,and 1n.the ragthede and.faſhion to-baudle the, 44> 

4... The authority, of Canfepences18 lbmicred.co. ror ohe Ga 
Provinciall Synad:; as that of. the- Gonliltgries' is upder.chato &he Cal: 


| logues.. 


So The! Conferences and Synodss ſhall adviſe to limit the extent of the 
places , where every Miniſter is to FERrctR bis Miniery' Ins 
4 At the —__ of the Confongrp Teng ror erly coping are to 

euſed, as, well of che Paltours.as. 9 q] Elders that are preſcatginallthings 
chap ſat be thought gaod and.8e to.admoniſh an] reprove them of... 


,”yc - 
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CHAPTER VIII 


— 


Of Proymcial Synodes, ' 
The firſt Article.,  .,.. pO VERE 


| Jes every Province or Countrie , the Paſtors of every hn al come 
together , every yeare Once or twice, if it. can be; 84 the, wilgd ame and 
diſcretion of the Synode ſhall appoint. - 

2.. The Miniſters are to bring along wichthem, ,.. one or t Roh 
mokſt, choſen by the A rae ; and the ſaid Miniſters and _ 
fhew,ſome "AS, meſlage . and if.che Miniſter cames alone; th 
Fn coun ns nor reſpe of the memorials % brjngeth l oc: 


26 _ TheEcekliafticat Diſcipline of the _ 
{therf attdvady accotmtof thoſe thi are brought by an Elder; if he 
fr eee een ond chisis be obſerved in all Eceteſiaftical] Af- 
- ſemBlite7Tfebey cannot'come, then they arc to ſend their cxeuſes byetters, 
«vibereof the- Brethren chat are there tnet , are to judpe » and they fhall alſo 
(end their memorials fignedby one Paſtour and one Elder, Thoſe thar fail 

ro come to their /Conterences and Provinciall Synodes without lawfu 

cauſc and excuſe, ſhall be cenſured; And the faid Oolfoques er Provinciall 
Synodes are to judge definicively of their ations , and diſpoſe of their 


per 


% 
Cy 


3. Churches that have many Paſtours , are to ſed and depure them al- 
ternativcly or by turnestothe Conferences and Spnodes, TN 

4: The Miniſters and Elders, deputed co the Conferences and Provin- 
cialt Synodes, are to'goe at the'common charges of their Chnches. * 

5. The Churches that refuſe to pay and b-arc the charges » and pay the 
meanes for their Miniſters comming to the Conferences and Synodes, ſhall 
be advertiſed and warned t6'do their duty, and if rH ey faile therein,' fo that 
the Paſiors be forced'ro tratiſport themſelves thicheraat their owne coſtes, 
after two 'or three ſeyerall-admonitions they thall be bereaved of the Mini- 
ſtery, and the expences made On that occaſion by their Miniſters , ſhall be 
paidagaine bythe Churches to which they' were ſent : reſerved the redreſſe, 
which they may require: and {ae for from the ungratefult Chnrches, accor- | 
ding as the Provincial Syhode ſhall iridfir, TT 

67 Whenany differerice or controverfic fhalHippenbetwhxr che Ghliech 
and thePaſtor thereof, andthat'for the taking ap of the ime £ the Church. 
ſhall have been twice advertiſcd of the day and place of the Conference or 
Synode,and refuſcth to appeare :.the ſaid Conferer.ce of Synode, notwith- 
ſtanding the abſence of one of the parttes., tay proceedto a judgement and 
det:rminations.. ; 

7, In every Synode, as well Provinciall az Nationall , ſhall by common | 
&zreement be choſen (with low votes) lone of the Paſtors to prefide, with a 
Scribe or Secretary or two, This Prel1dents charge ſhall be to rule and mo- 
deratthe whole Ation, to-give adycrtiſement of the daics,places and hours 
for the Allembles and mectings at the Seſſions of the Synode, to propougd 
att] make overtore of 'riatters that are co be deliberated of, ro gathcr the 
yotes of every particular, to dechre the major patt, and'to pronouncethe 
conclufion. Item to-cauſe cvcry one to ſpeake and deliver his epimon in 

od order and without confuſion, to impoſe filexce to the contentions, 
end if they will not ob&y;,'ro cauſe them to avoyd the roome , that #Jviſc 
may be talten about their cenſure.3 ro make the remonſtratices and'apſyers_ 
w thok'thar aske counſel, or bave ſent letters.to the'Syrigde.. ——_ to 

| prehde: 


pp i Vs UD nds Wo " & ad 


/ 


G » WwW G2 CT 


| deratours of the Conferences to goyerne and behavethemſclves, + i 


 Synode, 


Reformed Churches in-France; . = 
preſide at the'cenſares that are givettar theend of 'the eh 16 i all 
accordingto the adviſe of the'Aſſtmbly;; and not otherwiſe, And this Pec- 
fident him'elfe ſhall be ſabje&to becenfared; This:Office-of his hall end 
with the end ofthe Synode : and the following Synod ſhall have the lihercy 
to ele againe the ſame or any other Preſident, In like mannerare the M&+ 


_ 8, The Elders deputed by the Charches ſhall have their votes as the Fa» 
fours : and the ElJers of the place where the Synode is alſembled, may. al- 
ſo aſſiſt and be preſent at the S: lions , and propound in their ranke. Never- 
co onely two of them ſhall have their votcs, the better to prevent cot 
Ulfon. | {4% i ,£ 
9, Whatſoever ſhall: be deterniimed', concerning the government ofthe 
Charches of their Shires or Countles;ſhall be brought betore the National] 


10. Whereas many » to decline cr delay the effeR of the cenfare of their 
faults, are wont to-appeale from one Eccleſtalticall Afſembly-.unto the 
other , nay alſo to the Nationall Synodes whereby -the'fame/istaken up and 
bufied with the decifion of their: afaires morethen of other :buſliieſſes : 


degree to degree , goe at laſt cothe Nationall Synode , which hath the deft- 


neccflicy 


43S TheEcelefticall Diſcipline ofthe 
neceifiry may tequire; And where the Eaantyy: ſhould be nogcatchull;,, the 
Depury thereof [hall: roporttheſamero the Naticnall: Syu0der: that provis 
fion and:order may therein be taken accordingly« | 

T5. As for the Colloques or Conferences and the Provinciall Synodets 
the ordering thercof {hall be according to the government of the Provi nces, 
non? pretending. any:prebeminency or preferment before the other, And 
for chis'time , this ſhall be the diſtin&&ion of the Provinejall Synodess. 


hey an | Champagne or Chanpanie 
2» Normandie. 
Ze Brittani. | 
a "Orleans, Blaiſois, Dunots, Nivernoig, Berrie; Bourbetmots and the Marcks 
x Ss  T oivraines aye, Loam,ozs, le Maine, LF andemois, and le as.( or lower ) 
*erches 
6, \Upper and lower Poiitor's 
7  Xaintonge, Onix, the Towne and Government of Reehehe Angoanin 
: 8:1 Perzgord, 'Gaſeaine, Limpſine - . 
9. Upper and-Lawer / ;varers, withcho y elayand F orref. 
; 10+ The Comntry:of Bourne. 
Ir. Low:Langaeddch , to wit, NV; mes, ſen, Menpeller, ED farre as to Bee 
Jt inolufivelys- 
+12 12+: (Thi Sevenes, and Guevardaye. | 
:19, Thereſt of :Cangnedeck and: upper Gujenue x Thaulouze, SAN wo 
Onerty ; Rovergu, Armagnach, upper Ares | | 
- I4- Burgundie, Lyomots, ker la Mare e, Beanjaiicg Yieeas; Bariay, Pow 
#. "2 | Ip 
£53: The Provence. : 
16, Delpbinat and the Principalicy of Qrange, | 
And af ie tall out, that forthe cofrmodity: ot. che Churches +.1t would b: 
requiſit co divide one into two ormore 5-0r to jOyne and reduce many into. 
one, The ſame ſhall be refolved on, and done at the Provinciall Synode,. 
whereofthe National. Sy noge ſhall afrer wards be advertiſed. _ 
316. Miniſter depured by a.Provinciall Synode to. goe to a Synode or, 
Conference of another P:ovince or County, for ſome common or publicke, 
affeires; fhallbave a dehberative;vare; Nor oncly inthe affaire, he is fent and 
come for, bur alſo durirg the whole ARtion , unleſlc there be entreated of 
kizowne «7 San unelle. 
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:1;:- The Ifle of France, The Countries called Pays Chartrain, la Brie, Picar- be 
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156 CHAPTER IX,” 
TO EONS £ Of National, Synodes. 
| * - The fir Articles :: 


N Ationall Synodes are to be convocated: and afſembled from y<are to- 

 yeare ,as farre as-is poſſible :and for the Convocation thereof, this or- 

der ſhall be follow<d, thatat the end of eyery Nationall Synodebe choſen: 

_ ene Proyince gr- Countie,. to have the charge and care to appoint the day 
and place unto all thereſt of the Next Synode, 41,50 

2 Soumedifficultichapning in.one Conntrie, then ſball the fame carfully 
give notice thereof unto that which bath the charge ofthe C onvocations 

_Torheend:that. this, takivg order farthe faid Conyocation,: give allo adviſe 
thercof tothe reſt of the>Shires, that bythis.meanes every, one 'may come. 
the vetter inftru&ed,, and freadier for the necellaty; reſolution, 

3» Whereas in theſe dayes it is a hard matter , yea alſo dangerous to af 
ſemblea Nationall Synode in great number of Miniſt-rs and Elders : Ir 1s 
found fic ({o: this time 'onely and 1during ſuch difficulties): that the Bre- 

| thren being met in: every! Provingiall Synode, doe make, choyce of.cwo. 

Miniſters arid two Elders 5 the moſt experienced and be:{t yerſed inGhurch 
affaires., to be ſent in. the name of the whole County or Sture :-which Dc- 
puties.are to-come wich (ſufficient: teſtimonies» an] furniſhed with good in- 
itrufions and memorials figned by the Moderatour and /Ulerke of rite 

Provinciall Synade: And thatchere betall;no want of appearing, there 

ſhall alfp be named:three or foure other Paſtdraand as many Elders, ſo that 

ifthe/ firſtappointed ſhould be bindered co performe- the journey »; others 
may (ucceed and ſupply their places. 29 3p | 
4, The Provinciall Synods are not to.ſet a certain term: untothe ſaid Mi- 
” Bitters 2nd Eldets that are depnicd:to the Nationall:Synod for their return: 
'Bur \4ret0:permiz: them to remaine and.aflift at.the ſgid-Syncd,, as long as it 
ſhall henecdfull : And the charges of the id Deputies are 10. be: borne by 
the ſaid whole Province oi Conity. Se  2o-: aus 
5- Ar the beginning of the Nationall Synods ſhall be real the Articles of- 

the Confcflon of. Faith and of,the:Diſcipliue. 31-3613 01 3015 e005 1 

- 6; Ltaſtthe Nationall Synod might be !Intarrupted by .,; and byſi:d abou, 
queſtions, already decid:d in-the Atts of former N tiongll. Syads 1.thePro. 
— | * 


30 The Ecclefiaſticall Diſcipline of the 
vinciall Synod are advertiſed carefully to peruſe the As of the laid former 
National! Synods, before they dreffe or ſet downe their Inftrations and 
Memorials , and to fend nothing. that; is not common and generall to all 
Churches» or deſerve otherwiſe the reſolution of a Nationall Synod. 

7+ It is in the power of the Nationall Synod definitively to decide, reſolve 
and determine all Ecclefiaſticall matters? The Provinces-or Counties having 
afurehand becne adyertiſed thereof by that which had the care to afſemble 
the Synod, as much as can ve, _ 4 F471 

8. The reſolutions ar to. be made by the Deputies of the Shires. And if 
. there appearc other Miniſters and Elders , beſides. the ſaid Deputies, they 
then ſhalÞalſo have liberty copropound what they fee ſhould be done :* Bar 
they ſhall have no deliberativenordecifive votes, ' © | 3 

9» Thoſe that appeale from Provinciall Synods to ia Nationall, ſhall be 
bound to appeare perſonally , orto fend ample memorials with lawfull and 
ſufficient excuſes for their not appearing : And in want hcreof the former ſcn- 
tence pronovnced againſt them bythe Provinciall 'Synod , ſhall be ratified. 
rences, or from conferences tinto Provinciall Synods, 337 

10. The Previncialt: Deputics are not to part without taking along the 
reſolutions of the Synods ſigned by the hands both of the Preſident and S:- 
cretary. And within a moneth after their returne, they are to give Notice 
thereof to the conferences of their County, that they may fend for Copies 
of the A&s of the ſaid Synods, at the charges af the faid conferencess * / 


The like courſe is' to be held-with-the appeales froin confifiories to confe- | 


- 11; That the As of the Synods be preſcryed and kept R and that hey ns ay | 


ferve in timeto ccme for the deciſion of ſuch queſtions » asmay'be propoun- 
ded in Nationall Synods : Therefore the ſaid Ats both of the time palt and 
fature, and all others concerning the Synods, together with the Articles of 
the Diſciplitte and the Confeflion-of Faith of the Reformed Churehes ,/ ſhall 
be put, anJ'left to be kept, inthehends' of the 'D-:putics'of the Province or 
ſhire, that is izmed forthe appoyntmentand:conyecationok the next Natio- 
nall Synod : And the ſaid County ſhall be. bound to keepe and bring them 
unto the Synod. 1 951 


. , 


' r2At the Nationall Synods; before they partone from the ottier; ſhall be | 


uſed akint and brotherlpcenſnre :aniongſt all” rhe :Depucies #/a'well 'Mi- 
hifters a$ Bjders, oncly of as' much as may:have happened durinþ che Aion, 
and ingenerall of their C unties : And after all chis they all ſhall celebrate 
andreceivethe holy Comfuunion of Owr Lord Teſws Chrift; for a teſtimony of 
their Union» but ſo that it be done. with the'whole Church, where they are 
afſeoibled;'whith.rgthee endiftisll be forewarnedto prepare thenifelvesJu- 
PA 0 Liao thc ls onotiep 


tifallyto fo great 4workes! 125i es 
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The fir Adis Sas ; 1 i | ti: 
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tion 


che Phlme i 1$ fung.and 3 as * welbant that don as at the bo of the Serabis, 
and likewiſe during the celebration of the holy Saccaments. 

3. In the cime of abitcer perſecarion or of Plague, Famine op other great 
Viſcation and affli tion. Item when an elc&ion is itthandof ſome Miniſters 
of the Ward of God, and when | it is queſtion to ' come to a: Synod, z: at luch; 
times, If neccſlity th require it ». may: derop;Phyared and QUAC : one.or 
more dayes for publicke 'and axtraoegiintry prayers... togcther' Kiba Fa bd 
but fo that it be dofie without cruÞle's!txc aDJang-C co lgnces periti-- 
tion, all upon pregnant reaſons and conſiderations; 1d the Chyrghes are 
admoniſhed to copforme themſelves the one with the other; for the celebrati- 
on of the {aid Falt , as'muchas can be done with and according) Fo; the come 


modity of the times and: placth «/ 0019015014 ons Ce" 201-14 


' 4:Fhe Churches that are wont, beſides their S:rmons » bt have Srra0ri- 
nary, 


ri, 


S TheEccleſiaticalt Diſcipline of the 
both at the rel oralngand evening of certaine dayes, upon which 
| 1g.0 od , or have. onely evening. prayers cycty 
þ ns arc apC3 ear , in yi open Poynt to conforme chembtiecs with thole that 
have not the ſane cuſtome,, the better to ftoppe an1 prevent all ſperſticion 
_ might enſue, zo the CES, negligence and contempt » which 
O tentimes\b Reng oe aboyr.doweſtical oy rayers: 
ſceing the gs vin FOES wy, ongs ought. ws referved og "uſed 
for the times of neceſſities and + ions, 4 i8 alſo the publicke Faſt, for 
an extraordinary remedy , wheregf the.uſe oaght not to be too common; 
of which reaſon; the peopfc ' whefe chis caftomne is » ſhall be advertiſed by 
thei Foy Hl 'to ey the ſame aw ay without, ſcandall, and the heads of fa- 
.Milic: refs wrong Ii 7 he have Kicheir houſts'withour omiſſions ; Gor [ 


of Top af D ther Pra; ers. nor Srinord nor Almes 
apo aKcl5 Nt held at fimerals or __ arid thoſe that follow the 
de orred,to behave thernfelves withall modeſty dufing theic 
22 wy F of attoric i ers ord on: Heres fab & gs re- 
achmpu A Then ain the Eran Kept the ſhdtttrclſe of this 
cranſitory life #6 likewiſethe hope of the ceettiltib Telſedncile: | a 
6, Foraſmiuch.as mourning doth! not conſtſt in the apparels; but 1 in the 


hearts , the faithfull are admori.ſhed'to uſe alſo therein all modeſty and to 
Figbeary! and WT, all ambir icfÞiy, ins Vows and - renner 
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my HAP.? x1, 


\FDÞ; . » i. of Baptiſm. 
£99 ii5O 15: = Ws fir Article, 


—*He Bap tiſme that 18 «2dminiſtred hay him that hath no calling adr com- 
| "aiſiohivtairt hull; aid of no force. : :: 
« F A DdRbetn a Chiroh'#{#yoettherpreact-nr a adminiſter the. Sacraments 
un!elſe be! bebo th Miner as wattas DoaoGor.! : i. © - » 4 
3+A Payotnn tr heather and a'Jew, of what age ſo- meks be," is not to bee | 
cized before'he be inſtrudted inthe Chriſtian Religion,and ſhewhimlſelfe | 
Dip kis Conffiffionr; 6 IIF9 SACD 3G £43 26 1:43 
ith I of Fathers ang montmars of yet Rom © burch, nd ol ſuch 
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| Churches, though they be preſenced by faichfull perſons, unlelſe the 


| of theChriſtian Religion, 
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as ſtand excommunicated, (all notbe received to Baptiſine intheReformec 


DT RR <\. By » 
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diſmifleor, yeeld up their authority , leavingor granting their eight, con- 
cerning the Childrens inſtru&iongunto the Godfathers,with promiſe toper- 
mittheir Children to be inſtructed in thetrue Religion. - 

5. The Children of thoſe that are called Sarrafins , Zgyptians, or Gyp- 
fies, map be received at the Baptiſine of the Reformed Charches , upon the 
forclaid conditions, and that morcoyer the Godfathers and Godmothers 
take upon them to bring up the ſaid children; and fo alſo that there be no 
preſumption that they have alrcady beene Chriſtened : and after ſerious 
admonitions and remonſtrances made to the Godfathers to rake hced and. 
earneſtly to conſider how they ſhall acquit themſelves of the obligation and 
promiſe they make for them unto the Church, o5 


Aﬀemblies, inplaces where a Church is publickly eſtabliſhed : And where 


no publicke Church is wy" or ſuffered, as alſo when Parents for infirmity 


fake are afraid to bring them to be Chriſtencd in the Aﬀlembly , the Mint- 
ſters are prudently to confider and adviſe how far they ought to condeſcend 
and yeeld to the Parents. Howſoever there ought to be(upon ſuch an occaſt- 
on) a form ofa Churchor Afembly,&cxhortations and prayers-But if there 
were no Church at all, and no company conld be broughe oy tr may 
the Miniſter not refuſe, nor make difficulty to Chriſten the Child of faith- 
full Parents, when ic is preſented to him, with due prayers and exhorta= 
tions, — | 

7. Foraſmuch 'as we have no exprefſe commandement of the Lord to take 
Godfathers and Godmothers to preſent our Children to the Bapriſme7 
Therefore noexprefle law can be impoſed upon men to uſe the fame. Yet 
neverheleſſe ſeeing this cuſtome is ancienifand brought into the Churchfor 
ſome good end, namely, tobeare witnefle of the faith of the Parcnts and of 
the Baptiſmeof the Child , to afſume the inſtruftion of the Child if death 
bereave him of his Parents ; and likewiſe to maintainetfie feilowſhip of the 
faichfull by a conjun&ion.and band of friendſhip : Theretore ſuch perſons 
as will not follow this cuftome, bur preſent their children themſelves , ſhall 


| be inftantly exhorted to abſtaine from all contention and firite » andto ap- 


ply chemſſverTo this anclenran ual orders which i good and profit 


le. 
- 8, Women are not tobe received or admitted to preſent Children to rhe 
Baptiſine, unlefſe they be accompanied by a Godfather and make profeſſion 


E 9. No 


ar ITY 


9 # i - 


6, No Chriftening or Baptiſme ſhall becelebrated but in che Eccleſiaſticall” - 


4 


us 2 Dae nts Ina” 9 gn" 


his Thurch. 


C. | : 
I 2+The Paſtors ſhall diligently exhort the Godfathers and Gadmothers, 


. 


13: Thioke of che Religiqp, who by Depuries hall pre 


Thok 0 by Depuries ſhall preſent Childpen co be 
Chriſtened in the. Roman Church,ſball be ſharply, cenſyred,.as giving their 


- 
« 
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theraway and out-from.the Afl:mbly, or PNPTIOST enxelves 
irreverently and without repet, when the ſame. is adminiftred, may be 
prevented and removed: It hath beene adyiſed, and found fit'a 


i 


henceforth to adminiſter the holy Baptiſm: before the Jalt i&on, or 
bleſling be:pronounced; and 
and taught, to ſhew the like honous and reyerevce at the adminifration of 


the Baptifme, as of che Lords Communion, Since Jeſu Grit 'wich All bis : 


k » 


benefits is offered unto us in the one and in the other Sacranient, © 


ad good , 
he people is theref ore moſt earneſtly to þe told: 


ty 
Ce 
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' ; Reformed Churches in,France, 35 | 

. T6. The Confiſtoriesareto have an eye upon thofe , who without great 
ror hey good reaſons doe keepe their Children long from being Chr- 
ened. | IL EH 2: HA x4 06 
_ '17- Although a faithfall husband have a wifeof the contrary Religion : 


Yet nevertheleſſc he is notexcuſable if his child is preſented at the Baptiſme 


1a zRoman Church; He therefore ſhall not be admitted unto the Lords Ta- 
ble, except he have endeavoured with all his power tohinder'it, * 
18, The Chriſtenings ſhal be diligently enrolled and kept in the Church, 
with the names both of the Fathers and Mothers, Gadfathers and Godmo- 
thers and the chriſtened Children. figned by the Miniſters ,: that chriſtened 
chetn, And.theFathers and Godfathers fhall be obliged tobringa bill con- 
taining all this, as alſo the Childs birth-day, 4 rs 
- :T19, The names of the Fathers and Mothers of Children begotten by un- 
lawfull conjun&ion fhall alſo be enrolled in'the Book: of  Baptiſmes, as 
far as they can be diſcovered ;'except of thoſe that are borne by inceſt,to ex- 
tinguifh the memory of ſo cnormous a wickedncfft and:in that cafe it {hal 
ſuffice co name onely the Mother with him and her that preſent the.Child 
ro be Baptizedzand in all ſuch unlawfull accidenes,mention ſhall be inſerted, 
that the Children came without a lawfull marriage: 7 oil 


i. 
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' CHAP. XII. 
PL Sr ao. LY 
Ft -  Thefirlt Article. n 
KY Eocene forrne of Clutch ia yer ebablihed'; rhe the Lards Sup- 


Y . V, per ſhall net be celebrated, 2. Children under the ageof twelve 
yeares ſhall not be admitted to the Lords Table. 7 it halt. at Tg 1- 


| niſters diſcretion to judge of ſuch, amongſt thoſe that are paſt that age. » a 


may be ſufficiently inftcu&cd tobe thereunto received, . _.. | 
— {3+ Pete umen of the Roman Church, 
{hall not beaJlmitted tothe holy Communion »-unlefſe they ck ave njade 


* + 4 «% 


- 96 The Ecclefiaſticall Diſcipline ofthe 

9, The Miniſters are to bEadvcrtiſed not to receive to the holy Commu« 
nion any man of other Churches , that hath nor a ſufficient teſtimony of his 
Paſtour, or in want thereof from an Elder » as farre as can be. 


6. A- perſon that is damb and. deafs that by ſignes and evident teſtimo- 


nies and geſture , ſheweth as much ( as he can ) his picty and Religion » may. 


be received to the Lords Supper , when after a long experience and holi- 


neſſe of life the Church can perceive, chat he hath faith and crue knowledge. 


of Gods . | | bs 
' 5, The bread of the Lords Table is to be adminiſtred to thoſethatdrink: 
no wine, making proteſtation, that they do not abſtaine from it out of ahy 
contem;.T> and'ufing ſuch endeavours they can in taking and approaching 
the cup , to prevent all ſcandals. | 


-$_. Ir is free for the Paſtours , diſtributing the bread and wine, to afehe k 


wonted words ; it being an indifferent thing, ſo that allbe doneand.afed. 
-to edification, - | | | | 


9; The Churches ſhall: beadvertiſeds that it belongeth to the Miniſters, : 


ro adminiſter alſo the cup as farreas it is poſlible. 6: ©3.- 9.0 
10, Whereas divers perſons that are ficke , preſent themſelves ar the ads 
miniſtration and diſtribution oof the holy Communion; for which caufe ma». 
make difficulty to take the cup after them ;:therefore the Miniſters and 


Fl 1 


Elders are adviſkd, prudently and diſcreetly to t:keſuch careand good Or all 


der. as doth concuce to ſo hgly an ation. . | 
ti. Such as baving bcene long time in the Church, will not come to- 
the Communionofthe Lords: Table, if thay doe it out of deſpeR, or for feare- 
to be obliged to renounce all-Idolatrie, ſhall after divers admonitions,pro-- 
ving fiaiclefſe, be cut off from the body of the Church : bur if it*is by rea» 
ſon of ſome.infirmity »they ſhall be for ſome time tolerated , untill they be - 
Grengthned., E | ES 
© 12. .Likewiſethoſe , that come to the Congregation onely at'theday of - 
the holy Comiminion » ſhall be. rebuked and admonithed to doe their di-. 
. "tie, 8 = aiStii- 3! e 3; E=1 > 4% 71 | | | +4 
T3. The faithfultthatdoe uſe to heare the Word of God in ane-Church, 
and receive the Sacraments: in another, ſhall be cenſured, and brought ro 


apply themſtlves to the next and moſt commodions Charch , by the adyiſe 
of the Coltaur or Provinciall Synode,/ Bedard ihe 
14. Althongh-ithath beene a.cuſtome in moſt of the: Churches in theſe - 

parts, tOcclebrate the holy Communion onely foure times every yeate ; - 
_ yet itis much wiſhed and defired , that-it might'be ufed more frequently, 
andyet with all due andrequifite reverenceand devotion : it being moſt be. 
 hoyefull, chat the fatthfulF people doediligentlypraGiſe,and fill increaſein , 
EEO £4 


Faich, 


| Y Ong perſons, that-are underape, may,noticontrat Matrimony wich-- 


|} ligion : then ſhaltthe Conſiftorie give ſuch adviſe and counſellunto the par- 


o- MA 


yt 


1 - thePrimitive Church, doth alſo invite us to'doe, Therefore the Nationall 


© ,2+ AS forfuch as are of age, though once marryed before.s they-.ncver- 


. amit or faile to doe the ſame; they {hall be cenſured by the Confiſtoric,, 

: ,,. 3+ The faicbfull chat are ofage , and/enjoy their rights, areto be adyer-- 
. tiſed and wayned bythe Miniſters in the publick Aſſemblies of the Church, 

' not to engage.themſelves by promiſe to a: marriage , unleſſe it bedone in 

. thepreſenceof their Parents:and friends:, neighbours and other good and 


godly perſons. And wholoever ſhall doe otherwile., are to be cenlured for 
1 _ their levity and diſreſpe&t of the ſaid advertifement,, And-it, will: be very 
convenient and meete, to make the ſaid promiſes of marriage with the in- 
C.. vocation of the name of God, 


vertiſed (with all poſlivle care) to turne:their child ret and wichhold chem: . 
from ſuch matrimonies, and eſpecially if they benot yer of their owne free-. 
dome, their.Parents ſhall uſe their fatherly power and autharity to hinder 
them. Andif they cannot ſo much prevaile over them, then { being preſene 
atche.paſſing of che.co:traR of marriage )they-ſhall;proteſt, that they.doe | 
abhorre and.dereſt the, Idvlatry., wherein-their:childrea delicemors, ang. 


"FE 
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Faith by a frequent pra&iſe and uſage of this Sacrament , as the example of 


| x oe are-to take therein ſuch care and order, as the.good of: the Chur- 
es may requires © | oo by 4 a; 


Mi 
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CHAP, XII. 


Of, Marriage. _ 
Thefirft Article. 


—_—_— 


out the conlenc of their; Fathqrs and Mothers,, or others, under whoſe 
power they are, And yet.if their Fathers and Mothers fhould be ſo unrea- 
fonable, and voyd:of underſtandings as: not to give their: conſent unto a 
holy and profitable worke ; yea oppoſe themſelves out ofhatred to the Re- 


tles., as. {ha]t be. found fir.and convenient. ;-; |: 


theleſl: are to doe ſo, much honour to their Fathers and Mothers, as not to 
contratmarriage without acquainting them firſt therewith, ' And if they 


4» Fathers and Mothers , that make profeſſion of the Religion, whole | 
children being Idolaters, will mary wives of the ſame Idolatrie, {hall be ad- 


E321 on. More - 


-33 'The Ecclefiaſtical{ Diſcipling of the 
-more+t© proſtitute themſelves. This being done » the (aid Fathers may give 
their conſent or connivence tothe promiſes and conditions touching the | 
.dowry and like matters: makingalſo to appeare before the Confiltorie the 
. endeavours they have uſed to hinder the ſaid marriages ,--:1; 1 wn bb fs 
5. Henceforth words of the future time are to be uſed in promiſes of 
marriageandat bethrothings, and if they be ufed , ſhall not be eſteemed ſo 
indifſoluble, as the words of the preſent tence; ſeeing theſe words of the .fÞ , 
preſent doe not promiſe, but rather effeftually make and conclude the 
marriage. Yet noehypenltandlng the.ſaid promiſes made by words of future 
time, are by no meanes to bebroken or diffolved, without great and law- 
full cauſes. | | - | 
6. Concerning degrees 'of a flinities, conſanguinities and nearenefſe in 
blood the faithfull ſhafl noc contra& matrimony in a nearer degree then is 
ſer downe and perinitted by the Kings Ordinance and Statutes, F 
7; Tris no wayes Jawfull > nor to be permitted} that any one goe tothe 
Pope to aske a diſpetifation of 'the hinderances of marriages ; concluded or 
'to beconcluded. Becauſe by doing ſo his Tyrannie 1s advowed and appro- 
"ved : butin degrees that are not forbidden by God, and yet prohibited by 
-Policie and humane Li, one tnay have recourſe to the King, - 
8 Theſe alliances and affinities ,'that'are [called ſpirttuall, areneicher 
-comprehended,nor to beinderſtood by the wordsof conſanguinity oc affini- 
ty in his Majeſties Ordinances : and therefore they cannot hinder the par 
ties to Marry- | 6 ky 30 
- 9. Itis not lawfull to take to wife the ſiſter of his late wife. For ſtich 
-matches are not onely forbidden by'/'the:Lgwes, but alſo by the Ward of 
God. Andalrhough it was ordained'by the Law of Moſes }'that'when the 
brother dyed'without child , his brother ſhould then raiſe up ſeed to his 
eeceaſed brother : yet nevertheleſle that Laws made forthe people of Iſtaell, 
was temporall onely, for the preſcrvation of the: Tribes and familicsof che 
people. Bur it is another thing with the'Siſterof a-betrothed ſpouſe decea- 
ſeds becauſe 'the' Alliance is/notcontrafted or fulfilled by cominixtion of 
blood: And therefore ſuch a marriage may be admitted and approved, Ne- 
verthelefſe there is great care tobe had, that neither the Magiſtrates nor the , |, 
weake ones be thereby offended, - LION BEL 162g. 
'' To Amanoncebcerrothed cannot marry the mother'of his deceaſed be- 
trothed Spouſe. : Hy noo 19 ef es = Ie 5 
*- I 1. Likewiſe none can'take to wife the Annt of his wife, ſich amarriage 
being inceſinous”: and akhough the Magiſtrate ſhould permit it » yer ſhall 
they not be bleſſed in the Church; whereof the Paſtors are to take heed. And 
for the ſame cauſe is che marriage witk the Neece-or grand Necce of the de- 
- ceaſed wife unlawfull and forbidden. & I 2, Neither |. 
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Reformed Chiirchesi in France. 
12, Neither can honeſty and ſcemelinelſe, permitinor! _ to 0.marty; the 


© | widdow of ones wives brother;''© 

© } 123, None ſhall be ſuffered, after the death of his wiſh; to marry her, with 
| whom hehath committed adultery,>while@his witedidives's * © 7 - 

t 14. Wh ercas the principall cauſe 'of Matrimony is' to have iſſue and to: 


0 ſhun fornication? Therefore the marriage of a perſon, cvidently knowne to. 
© 1» bean Eunuchi, ſhall not: be admitted nor celebratedin aReformed- Church 
E T5; "Marriages (hall be propbutided fri the Con ety with(ſaflictent atteſta- 
” tion of the promiſes. | Ie 
F x6. The Banes of niaerimonie ate tobe acked in-the places , where the 
parties are dwelling and knowne : and if they defire to keepe their wedding 
n | fomewhero elſe, thenwhere their Bans were"asked , they areto rake buf 
'S cientiatteſtations of the publication of their three Banes. « PAS 
1'7. The Banes ſhall'be asked''three' ſeveral! Sitadayes\ {in the places, 
ic | © where Sermons ocditarily arckept z-atid in- other places when'publicke cx-- 
Tr | hortationsandptayers aro made; Howſoevet'the Banes are to be-continued;: 
0- | withintwoweekes,, and afrcr that rime and on thie very third Thacloy the 
y weddings tnay bu.celebrured bofore'tiie whale: 'Aﬀembly.- 


- r8, Thoſe ehirdifiterhcirBanes to bepubiifhal infomeRon in Clarcly 
r | maydoeits ifthey'{oHilt} finkeft'ls a-jrjcerE* potiticke bulineſſe, wherein 
A nevertheleſſeno'heceſiry 5 inpoſrd, - * YN 
r= | # rg; Nb bdtyiſhalbbe marred bythe Chirthes; winleſs dlicythaver #6. 
received of timampleinowledgs ldigiventheir approBaciony? [21 
20. -Whenas one of the parties is of a contrary Religion, the promiſes} 
of | 6f marriage-ſhall norbyvegived ingr: publifhrd Gn; the! Charebqunleds the 
he party'of the contrary Religton'be irtutency inſtruQed; rhit the fanie 
13 | may with a'good'conſtiencepublickly: ptcteſtt6 renounteall Edolatry and. 
Il, ſaperſtition, and partiealzety:the i Unit idefire and imznd;, bythe! 
he | proce of God,'to/congithus thre of his lite'tip chepuricyof Gods ſervice: - 
a- | andofthis :ndirytot the Comfiftorieofth# Ohireh;; wheretheProteſta- 
of | tionis robomadse; » ſhall tikeknowledpe + arid it {hl1Inot belawfulNfor any” 
c- | Minifſttr ndxConfitorie.to doe otherwiſe, "ifrader of (ulperifion ; yea! 
be , |; of depoſition fromthe Miniftery' : 
| 2 6 Tf6hcof the partiesthilt defithbr6 indrnyp, is \oArdmetihinelbe 3 the 
ee ft marriage then is not to be admitted to the Church, unlzfle-the exconimu-- 
| niearet! petſon'make firit: acknowledgement of his flalts: As for thoſe that 
Be | are ſuſpended from the Lords Table, the' Confiftory may give way and 


all permit chenrto marry”, notwithſtanding the: fuſpention, but. yet not with-- 
Al out taking notice of theciuſe : LOG [e411 1 I 


22+..Fhe Banes of widdowes that tharry againe, ſhall nor be _— ke: 
Ic 
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Ehurrh, beforeat leaſt ſeven moneths anda halfe be expired after chedeath 
of their husbands, to preyent ſcandals and inconveniences thac might 
enfae: 0 7h 03.59 w 2ifflo#1iob ods 1255 Sd 7 S052. 
23+ Themareiageifþzll pyblickly: be blefſed in the whole Congregation 
ofthe faichfull.; and this is-to be done by the Miniſterie of the Paſtors, and 
no body elſe, :. fON29 £70 S9CITIOG £13 9403948: 1 02G; of 
| 124. It'is mect and ;good for thz order of the Chutch, not toſolemnize a 
 matriage'on thetday8 when: the:boly Communion is dminiſtred : and this 


order may not he broken without great cauſe ; whereof the Confiſtoric ſhal}- 


cake knowledge. Neithcr is any marriage to be ſolemnizcd on'the dayes of 
a publickeFaſt. - | OOTY STIs: T Ro 55 0211: 
-. 25. .Thoſe thac being detrothed before they are Jawfully married, have 
dwelled together, whether. their faulc come to light before or after their 
wedding is celebrated , ſhall xhake publicke, acknowledgement'of chis faulc, 
or at leaſt before the Confiltoric, according to the direQion thereof 7 and if 
ſuch a caſe befall beforethe day of marriage, then ſhalLat that day ſuch ce- 
—_ cs " —_— ” mod , AS the Con _—_ ſhall adviſe; _ thole 
thatjhave dwelt ragether daring: tho,tinge of their ignorance, without con- 
cempt and diſfreſpe&of the Eceleſaticall-ordery 2 choſe likewiſethat: dwelc 
together whileſt there, was yet-po Church eNabliſhed inthe ;place of their 
abode or in that Country : all which perſons are neverthelefle to be called 
before:the Confiſtoric , that their myrriage 'may. be ratified , blefſed and 
_— to: the, Church + when cho Confiltorie finds it meete and jnece(- 
- 26, To:prevent the inconveniences befalling by too long delaying of 
the nuptiall benedi&ion, the parties, andthoſe nnder whoſe power they are, 
are advertiſed notto delay the day of their wedding and ſolemne bleſſing 
longer ( if it can be ) thenſix weekes after the Baves, , | 
27, All Fate - ſhall-be carolled and carefajly kept in the Charch. _- 
23; The faithfall , whoſe party is convicted of adultery, ſhall beadmo«- 


*%.- 
o 


niſhed to reconcile themſelves ; and if they will nat » then may be decla- 


red unto them the liberty which they have by the Word of God. Never» 


theleſſe, ſuch a caſe happening in one that bathcharge in the Church, » 
hee ſhall not; bee ſuffered to take -againe his wife , and to. exeqte his | 


charge. __ - ar 0th 33-t:mbns 07 $2211 
29. Torule the diffolvingefamarriage by-reaſon of adultery, the of- 
| fendedparty and that hath committed no fault, may proſecute injudge- 
ment and beforethe Magiſtrate the party that hath offended, uncill by a de- 


finitive ſentence and judgement the ſame be cpnyi&ed3Andthis ſentence the © | 
, offended party isto bring tothe knowledge of the Conliſtory , w bereupon 
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he there may underſtand the freedome given him, according to the 
of Gods But by reaſon of the difficulties of this time, the A Rrea 
Kiygdone areadviſcd anicounlelled not comarryagaine the parties, that 0+ 


i therwiſe have liberty toprovide theinielves elſewhere, And as forthe pare - 


ty that bath fay ld and offended , the ſame ſhall be proccedcd againſt wich 
great and mature deliberation before any liberty be granzcd. 


30. If it befall that after the promiſes paſt, and before the full accopliſh- 
men of marriage, the becrothed woman ſhall be found to-haye' commircted 
Fornication before or after the promiſes were made, and it was'nat knuwn 


to him that promiſed her marriage : Then aftera definieivelentence » as a- 


bove ſaid, the Conliſtory may procced toa new Matrimony : Aud on the 0. 


ther fide thÞ betrothed woman, ſhall have che like liberty, if it Þ: found thar 
the betxathed man bave aftcr the faid promifes commuted uncleannefle. 

| 31» Women whoſe huſbands are gone from them, ſand remaine abſenta 

time either for trades ſake or otherwiſe, may addreſle themſelves ro 

the Magiſtratc, if they deſire againe ro marry. .. " | 

32+ Concerning wives of Pricfts, Fryers, and Monkes, that revolt and 

turne backe againe to Idolat y, ( whence they formerly withdrew them- 


” ſelves) either finging Mafles, or putting themclves againe intotheir Cloys 


Kers or Covents,they. are advertiſed no longer to dwell with their aid kup 
bands, as long as they remainc Apoſtates, Icaſt they blemiſh and burthen 
marriage with infamy and reproach. Yet may they not marxy with other 
men before the firſt marriage be diſſolved by che Magiſtrate. 
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CHAP, XIV. 
Of patticulay Rules and advertiſements. ; 
| - The fick Article, ra 


'Que ſhall be received to rhe Communion of the Church, , that hath 
V, Qt Al public renounged. all #: wah and Superſtitions of rhe 
KomianChurch, and: garticulacly the Maſle. | 
” kia aoclaptalifar & Fairhhs an 10.meddle with any thinggrherFIdc: 
latry is joyncd withal;as with that which iscalled Baiſemains, feru: ge,or 
Spicizuall revenexs of rhe Church» to cauſe Maſſes, Vigils , of the he Off 
ro.be ſung ; aourith. Monkes or Fryers, that ars gncly ordained to (erve 
perſian, lg 9 hold PrinriessRengs, Caltle-wieks 4 or Tenuecs ob Car 
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fle-ſhips, and Tithes, to'ſel} the revenewes thereof . to. Church-men ,-inaſ- 
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 Ifolatry direRly or indirectly, 


| deacons as areat this tithe, have no right orpo ce {tall and neither Civil 
cr Temporal nor Ecckftakical jutidRtion in the 'Chirrcticd : Bit never- b. 
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much as they are their Teniporall Lords, theſe are things. ;ndifferenc and in 
the Hberty of thoſe that will deale withall. Nevethelefſerhe fafthtull aread- 
yertiſedinot to medole with any ſuch buſineſſes , whereany'abuſe:.may be 
found in» and have appearance or ſhew of ſome ill. conſequince , | Whereof 
the Conliftories and Conferences ſhall jadge with all prudence and circums 
ſpe&ion, Hock s | 

| oy ſhoſethat by unlawfull meanes , as by the Popes bull , os purchaſR of 
monies, hold:ſome bencfices, and likewiſe thoſe that doz entertaine Idolas 
try eich;r direAly or indirely, are dechared-unworthy tof be xeceived to 
the Communion of the Lords Fable, As for the benefices, where one may 
be provided with by right of advowſon , whether ;r be proviſi®nally from 
the Lord and Eay Yatron, or by collation ,of the Biſhop : The Faithfull 
are alfoto be advertiſed » not to accept of any that ſhall-be offeged with 
what condition ſocver, whether ſecret, or expreſſed aad manifelt for ſome 
fervice devoted to Ilolatry. - " 

* Printers, Booke ſellers Painters, and other Artificers, andin generall all 
the Faithfull, and: more particularly thofe''that beare any: Office in the 
Church, are admoniſked., not to frame or make any thing of their Art or 
Trade; that:dependethdireRly or indirectly on ſuperſtitions-in the Reman 
Church, And as for particular workes and bufinefſes, and the corre&ions 
that follew and lighten on them, the judgement thereof belongeth to the 
Conſiſtory, LEO TICS 41 | 

5, Notaries, Jadges, Secretaries , Clerks, and others, who by the duty of 

their Offices arc oblige 1 co judges ſubſcribe and ſale indiffcrently affaires, 
that are preſented unto them; are fiorto be reprehended for having judged,. 
made teſtaments, contratts or bargaines , an diſpatched writings and let- 
ters of mattersthat concerne Idohtry:.ncither alſo the Judges » Be having 
given judgement in caufes that 'tonch Eccleſiaſticall goods, and the Kings 
Ediasor Ordinances. x . | 

| 6. Arbitrators are by no meanrs ro meddle with matters concerning 


7. Advocates or Counſellors at Law, Protors and Atturneys;ſhall hzirher 
plead; requirenor give counſtllincauſes, thatyremeerely and properly bes 
longing to benefices: Yet neyertheleſſe they may plead andſaeclinks'; that 
concerng the execation ofthe Edj&s or Ordinances, exceptiin a caſctoefta« 
bliſh the Maiſe, where the Proteſtants have Sermons, = *'© 7 


*$. The Biſhops ar:dtheir Commiſſaricsor ' Chancellors, as alſo the Arch- 
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theleſſe becauſe the Faithfull are force to come and appare beforethem 
co obtaine their right , which otherwiſe cannot be gotteh ,- they:therefore 
may addrefle themſelves unto them, being ſent and fo ordained by theMa- 
giftrate, to whom they arc to make their hiſt addreſles, nt, ot 
_ 9. Counſellors at Law, or Advocates that are of the true Religion, are ia 
nO wiſe to. plead before Epilcopall Commiſſaries or Officials, except.ia- 
cales, wherein ones right may be ſought for and profecuted before them, 
and in conformity tothe former Article. in ot et'T B1 
106, It is not lawtull in it ſelfe to practiſe and execute Temporall ar Ci 
villzacisdi&ions, Procurations , and Letters of Atturney in Ecclefafticall 
Courts, when matters dce not concerne what there is called Spuicualtyp . : 
T 1+ T he Faithfull ſhall not be ſuffered to get, takeor ſend out Informati- 
ons, Summons, or Excommunzcations, out of the Roman Church. ot 
. I2, Becauſe ir is neither lawfull nor meet to goc. to, haare Sermons;orc 
Predicatars of the Roman Church , or of any other perſens that intrude 
themſelves, without any lawfull calling , therein, che Flockes therefore 
ſhall be hindred and withholdenby theic Paſtors, from going thither ; and 
ſuch as notwithſtanding doe goe , ſhall be called before the Confiſtory and 
be cenſured, according to the deſert and neceflity of the caſe. ea ed 
13, Lords, Gentlemen, and others, ſhall be admoniſhed (in confoſrmity 
of the Ecclefiaſticall Diſcipline ) to keepe and entertaine in their hou es and 
families no ſcandalous or unreformable perſons ; and chiefely if they ſuffer 
Pricfts that fing Maſle, or ſuch others as teach ſtrange Do&rines, and are 
broachers of new opinions and SeRs or if they take any ſuch perſons into 
their ſervice,  - . E: . 
_ * T4, Fathers and Mothers ſhall be exhorted, tobe carcfull in the inſtruCti- 
on of their Children, whichare (as it were) the Nurcery of. the Church; 
And whoſoever of them ſhal ſend their Children to the Schoo!es of Priefts, 
Monkes,.Jeſuites, and Nuns , ſhall be proceeded againſt with all Ecclehiaſtie 
call cenſures, Thoſe alſo that put their C hil dren out to be Pages, or other- 
wiſe ſervants in houſes of Lords and {Gentlemen of the contrary Religion, 
. arelikewiſe to be carneſtly admoniſhed. 


. 


15. Suchas have Brothers, Siſters, or other kinſinen or allies » that for- 


'Þ fakecheir Cloyſters or Covents, . to ſerve God with liberty of Conſcience, 


- ſhall be exhorted to favour »  affiſt and provide for them, according to the 
one of Charity, proximity and alliance.. pn Feit 
' 16, Neither Miniſters, nor other perſons of th: Church, may cauſe Bogkes 
to be Printed, whether they be made by themſelves or others, about mar- - 
ters of Re{igion, nor otherwiſe to publiſh them, unlefſe they have firit com- 
 municatcd the ſame with the Gon R or (it necd be) withthe CE 
a ado pan ampunerrapggs tb cis 
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| call Sytiod: and (if the matter beurgent) wich the Univerſities 5 or at Icaft 
with the Neighbour Paſtors. | 


_ -- x4: Thoſethat imploy their wits to write in Poetry Hiſtories of the ho- 
ly Scripture, ſhall be advertife4, not to mingk Poeticall Fables , apdnor to 
fitribute tnto God the names of falſe Gols, and neither to addeunto,, tor 
to rake away from the Scripture, but rather to keepe, as neare as they can, 
the termes therevf. | | 
18, The Bookes of the Bible, whether C anonicall of others-are not to be 
frahsformed'or chatiged ito Comedies or Tragedies, _ Pac = 
x9. The Churches, where fone Printers arc of, ſhall admonith the ſaid 
Prirfeers » to forbeare the Printing of Bookes touching the Religion , or 
Ecelefiafticall Diſcipline,nacill they firſt hav commanicared with the Con- 
fitories ,' by reafon of the inconveniences that are befallin. And the far 
Prifiters, Stattotfers, and Book+-ſelers , ſhall alfs be exhorted, not to fell 
Bookes rate for, or concerning Idolacry » or otherwiſe feandatous, and 
-ontaining wantornefle and obſcenity, and what may corctipt good main- 
ners, Ws pr” 
26. Akhough the Priefts doe falſcly uſurpe, and incroach on, the Titles, 
by reaſon of their adiminiftration, yer neverthelefle , rhey oughe.tg Heppy1 
1 Fear of the Kitps commandetricnt, and'ro prevent ſedicion and Calle 
dall, + 4 a og wn” 
"24. The Faithfull ate ro be exhorted not ro commit any ſcandall, if 
they ſtonld worke on fuch dayes as are kept it and cated hwy dayes, ac- 
cording to the Edit, ns on rote 
. 32. All violence and injurious words agiinſt. choſe ofthe RomanChurch, 
ind particitfarly againft Prieſts and Mun'ces, fhalltiotonely behiadred and 
forboene bare with a?l poMailicy reſtra ay 
' 23. Al dirty hall be m5 ſtrictly torbjdden and ſuppteſt 2 and inmate 
t of lane ,ev/ty otit wither to governe Hithfeffe; actording tothe Kings 
Iifiahce; aid chetuld rai TR ng 
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ſo with all pofſi>itiry reftrained. 


and ſuch like ,. ſhall in 'n6 Way be colisdredior- Sin the 


:H'ch , bt hal Se cried profticly dre tele frft Kid whe > 0n- 
CE IT Be Cone an Tab 
"2 28. Te Cl, At addibrtbt Pref {, Sbititich L606, | 


OI WET Pe” SE PIT OR ae —— 


The Peclefiafticall Diſcipline of ths oH | 


Th f 


4Þ 


Tom g | 
SS On I {$ 


. 

A 
£7 
YE 
Ly 


d [i Mike Ftfludbbeifonadmecte WRoRAUN Au the years SohoMlins hes 
© ire 


4 


} 


- the Kings Ordinances , et forth a 


paſkion. 
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ro uſe and apply themſelves wholly to modeſtie , and particolarlyin their 


apparels, wherein order ſhall betaken, that all-excefſes and ſuperfluities 
thereby commitred be cat off, I:flen:d and reformed. Yer the (aid Char» 
ches ar6 not- to:makeany lawes or ordinance /adouc the fame, as being a 
matter belonging to the Magiſtrate , but by all frious remonſtrances cauſe 
- any bout apparels, to be diligently: ob 
rved. FRTErt F304). 


26. No bodymay be deprived of the Communion foranyfiſhion fake 
_ of apparell, that is ordinary and fifuell:in this Kingdomer but iwthisranke 


are nOc td be comprehended firch as bearca notorious marke of Impadicitys 


diffolution » or roo cur jousa novelty , as in painting , opening otthe breſt 


and the like faſhions, 'whereof both men and women abule for their falily 
ptetended ornaments, How ſoever'the Corfiftories ſhall uſe all endeavours 
to ſupreſſs and put downe ſuch diflolntions by ecnſares 3and hall-proceed 
_ the tubborne''tebels , as farr&as to: faſpend them fron the Lords 

27. . Dancing. ts to;be ſuppreſſed , and thoſethat take the liberty or cu- 
ftome to dance, afrer they have beeneleycrall times admoniſh:d , ſhallbe 
exbotymanicaret}, whehtithey ſhew themſelves obſtinate 'in'their rebo[{ion. 
Aidithe Colififtorits aro exhorted;, well to pur this Article into-execution 
aÞdtoireadeitthe fame publickly inthe natne-of God , an1 inthe authority 
of the $ynoeds 2 and rhe hid Synods and Conferences are exhogrted totake 


heed of, and warne thoſe Confittories ;thar therein-Uoe not their duties ;to - 
' + 38Maminlags Malls Jugghinsd/Þ Tefuoliſhiplayeb are noveobetolers. | 


red; norkeeping of Shrowetide,} wichHhe Hifolutions ; for Tuniblets'and 
Playets, of Puppy-playrs and other frich tricks, Bit Chriftian Magiſtrates 
aveuhortit noreo wffer thee; Devatife (thereby'is emertained -curiclitys 
wwamonmnHle, viſt eaptnees HF Tofc bf chimes? (AnA therefore Te (hall:noc 
be lawfull to afliſt at Comedies , Tragedies, antigther Enxtitites ; Bloyes 


_ of inamiers.9 nd ather Viafes Fepteferitalpublichly: or privatly,-becagt 2c 


al times 'they have betne probibitet amongtt che Chriſtians, as cauſing and 


$9 he\$orp. tre fs Prophinied.'' Ter neverbeldfey whonindomeGol- 


preſent ſome Hiltorics, the ſame may there be tollk#atd/s yer is 
ſam? be not taken out of the boly Scripture, which is not given us to-9e 


' . played, but to bepreached : and fo alſo that ſuch Playes be made rarcly an1 


ſeldome, and with tte adviſe of theC onference, who is to ſee firſt the com- 


BF 2: - 


bethgingeormwpribie of 'cood! mates; ahdimort” purticulanly', when | 
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1.249. Al:Playts forbidden by che Stattites- and! Ordinances of the King, 
as play ing at Cardes, Dice, an. other games of hazard, as alfo Ingh'where- 
wich concucretht avarice,, lmmodelty, notoriqus. and manitelt lofle of time 
and ſcandal, are to be fappreſt.,and the perſons ufing them ,:to be repre» 
hended and admonithed-ig the Gonſiſtorie ,, andicenfared-according to the 
ciccumttances. Lotteries alſo canant be approved or allowed'of , whether 
they b: ſetup by the p-rmiſfion of the Magiſtrate or otherwiſe : and-the 
faithfull Magitrates are exharted , cobave an-eye and be cafcfull herein. 
.\:30.i To:affit and find himſelfp;at feaſts apd bankets., of Bridals,-Mar- 
riages and: Nativities.of children , whichare made by thoſe of the Roman 
Church, is in ic {elfe an indifferent thing z bur yer the faichfull are adver+ 
tiſed to.uſe chem as farre as itandeth with -edification, and-to prove and 
ſearch their owne hearts; whether they may be ftrong enough.to refiſt and 
loppole:viorioully the difſolations and other evils. » /which may there be 
committed:,. and.{o rather to reprehend then to Fommend them, Amongſt 
theſe feaſts are not comprehended thoſe that are made by Prieſts that ſing 
their firſt Maſſe., For itis not lawfull for any faithfull to come to the 
ſame, Ty | 4 4 
31+ Neither is any. faithfull perſon-to appeare and affiſtat; weddings and 
feaſtings of thoſe who revolt from the profellign of the Goſpell-, to. marry 


with a party of the contrary Religion: As for ſuch as long 'fince are re>. 
volted » or have alwayes beene popiſh, it isleft to the pradenceof the faith- 


full, toconſider, what 1s meer and fit. ; 

3 2. Thoſe that challenge, or cauſe others to be called: into duel ; or fach 
alid that being challenged 'doe accept .thereof, yea that kill cheiz partics , 
though they [have fince, obtained their pardons, or have otherwiſe beene 
juſtified, are to be cenſured as farre, as to be ſuſpended from the holy Com- 
munion, which ſuſpenſion ſhall preſently be publifked ; and if they defireto 
be-againe reccived to the peace of the Church, they ſhall make publicke ac- 
haeoddamenc ofthair ule vincuntT 25165150 2338s LB 07 fines! © 

: 33. The Articles hereiq contained, concerning the Diſcipline, arenot ſo 
determined amongſt us; that, ifthe utility:or good of the Church ſhall re- 
quire, they may not be altercd : but yer it ſhall not be in the power of Mi- 
nifters, Confiſtories, Colloques, or Conferences, or:Provyiaciall:Synads, to 


adde, charge, alter, ar diminiſh them, withour the adviſe and conſemmenc 


ofthe Natio-nall Synod 
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nd thic preſent Order and Diſcipline of the Church hath 
beene reſolved and concluded by the 


Nationall Synods held, 


He firſt at Paru,the 25. of May, 
'& The ſecond at Poztriers, the io, of March,. 
The third at Orleans, the 25, of Aprill, 
The fourth at Zens, the 10. of Augult, 
The fifth at Pars, the 25, of December, 
The fixt at Yertenil, the 1, of September: 
Fhe ſeventh at Rchell, the 2, of Aprill, 
The cight at Niſmes, the 6. of May, 
| The ninth at Sande Foy, the 2, of Februarys: 
The tenth at Figeac the 2, of Auguſt, 
The eleventh at. Rochelle, the 28. of June, 
The twelfth at V7;try, the 16, of May, 
Fhe thirteenth at Afontauban, the 1 5. of June, 
The foureteenth at Saumur, the 13. of May, 
The fiftecnth-at CIonzpellier, the 26, of May,. 
The fixteenth at Tarpean, the 9, of Mays 


' The ſeventeenth at Gap, the 1,0f Ottober, 
- Theeighteenth at Rochelle, the 14 of March, 
 Thenineteenth at Sain# Aaixent, the 2 5+ of May, 


* Thetweaticth at Privacin Y;varets, the 24, of Mays. 


F The cwenty foure at Charenton; the 30, of September, 
- Fhe twenty five at Caſtres the 4 of November, 


The twenty one at T owins the 2 of May 
The twenty two at /7;zry the 18 of May 
The twenty three at Ales the 2. of November, 


| Thetwettty fix at Charenton,the 10 of October, 
 Thetwenty ſeventh at Arſon, the 10 of Tuly, 
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